
A high tide hits 
Marine Drive 

as people enjoy 
the sea waves, 
in Mumbai on 

Saturday.

MONSOON HAS COVERED 
ENTIRE COUNTRY: IMD
“Southwest monsoon has covered 
the entire country on Saturday, 6 days 
before the normal date of July 8,” 
the India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) said on Saturday.
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GEHLOT REITERATES NATIONAL 
PROJECT STATUS FOR ERCP
Naresh Sharma

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has said 
that the East Rajasthan 
Canal Project (ERCP) 
worth ̀ 37,200 crore is an 
ambitious project of  the 
state. “With this the 
drinking water require-
ments of  13 districts 
will be met and irriga-
tion facility will be de-
veloped in 2 lakh hec-
tare area. The project 
should be given the sta-
tus of  a project of  na-
tional importance by 

the central government 
on the basis of  the ratio 
of  90:10. It will be com-

pleted in 10 years, due to 
which the drinking wa-
ter problem of  about 40 

percent population of  
the state will be solved,” 
Gehlot said while chair-
ing an orientation work-
shop on ERCP at CMR 
on Saturday. He said 
that in the year 2018, 
during the rallies at 
Jaipur and Ajmer, PM 
had spoken about ERCP 
and “gave assurance of  
the status of  a national 
project, but in last 4 
years no work has been 
done in this direction, 
rather obstacles are be-
ing put in its implemen-
tation”.  Turn to P8

ORIENTATION WORKSHOP ORGANIZED ON ERCP AT CHIEF MINISTER’S RESIDENCE

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot addressing workshop on ERCP at CMR 
on Saturday. Govind Singh Dotasra, Lalchand Kataria, Pratap Singh 
Khachariyawas, Shakuntala Rawat, Mamta Bhupesh, Mahendra Jeet 
Singh Malviya, Parsadi Lal Meena, Bhajan Lal Jatav, Dr Subhas Garg, 
Rajendra Yadav, Tikaram Jully, Ashok Chandna are also seen here.

Death toll rises 
to 29, search on 
for 38 missing
Guwahati: Nine bodies 
were found under the 
debris at the landslide-
hit railway construc-
tion site in Manipur’s 
Noney district on Satur-
day, taking the toll to 29, 
officials said. 38 people 

were missing and more 
teams were brought in 
to augment search and 
rescue operations, they 
said. “The situation in 
the landslide affected 
area of  Tupul is still se-
rious,” CM Biren said.

LANDSLIDE
MANIPUR

READ
CrucialCrucial

TEESTA, EX-DGP 
SENT TO 14-DAY 
JUDICIAL CUSTODY
Ahmedabad: A court in 
Ahmedabad on Saturday, 
sent activist Teesta 
Setalvad and former DGP 
RB Sreekumar, arrested 
for alleged fabrication 
of evidence regarding 
the 2002 Gujarat riots 
cases, in 14-day judicial 
custody.

COURT REJECTS 
BAIL PLEA OF 
MOHD ZUBAIR
New Delhi: A Delhi court 
on Saturday rejected 
bail plea of Alt News 
co-founder Mohammed 
Zubair and sent him to 
14-day judicial custody. 
Delhi Police offi cer 
admits he informed 
media incorrectly about 
Zubair’s bail plea.

NARVEKAR IS BJP 
CANDIDATE FOR 
SPEAKER IN MAHA
Mumbai: A day after 
Sena rebel leader Eknath 
Shinde was sworn in 
as Maharashtra Chief 
Minister, BJP MLA 
Rahul Narvekar fi led his 
nomination for election 
to the post of Assembly 
Speaker. The election is 
to be held today.

KERALA EX-MLA 
PC HELD IN SEXUAL 
ASSAULT CASE
Thiruvananthapuram: 
Senior Kerala politician 
and former MLA PC 
George was on Saturday 
arrested on the basis 
of a sexual assault 
complaint fi led by an 
accused in the solar 
panel case, the police 
offi cials said.

SMOKE IN CABIN: 
SPICEJET FLIGHT 
RETURNS TO DELHI
New Delhi: A Delhi-
Jabalpur SpiceJet 
aircraft (SG-2962) had 
to return to the Delhi 
airport on Saturday 
morning after the cabin 
crew noticed smoke 
inside the plane when 
the aircraft was fl ying at 
a height of 5,000 feet.

Amit Shah: Modi govt 
spent `3k crore/year 
on Rly works in Guj
Amit Shah inaugurates projects worth `33.29 crore 
carried out jointly by AMC and Western Railway 

Amit Shah waves to the people during inauguration of 430m long 
passenger platform at Chandlodiya railway station on Saturday.

Ahmedabad (PTI): HM 
Amit Shah was address-
ing a gathering at Chan-
dlodiya locality on Satur-
day and said that Modi 
govt is spending 6 times 
more money annually on 
the railway network in 
Gujarat as compared to 
the previous UPA govt. 
Shah also pointed out 
that projects like BRTS 
and Sabarmati river-
front have been success-
ful only in Ahmedabad.

SHAH ORDERS NIA 
PROBE INTO AMRAVATI 
PHARMACIST KILLING

Home Minister Amit 
Shah has directed 

the NIA to take over the 
probe into the brutal 
killing of Maharashtra’s 
Amravati-based shop 
owner Umesh Kolhe on 
June 21, after he wrote a 
post in support of Nupur 
Sharma on Fb. HMO said 
“conspiracy behind kill-
ing, international linkages 
would be probed”.   P5

BJP’S MISSION SOUTH INDIA! 

‘VIKASVAD’
IS DEFEATING 
‘PARIVARVAD’
...under Modi’s leadership, says Nadda 
l BJP national executive meeting in Hyderabad
l PM Modi will make the concluding remarks today
l BJP for people, Oppn for select families: Nadda

Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays respect to the portraits of Bharat Mata and Syama Prasad 
Mukherjee at BJP National Executive meeting in Hyderabad on Saturday.  —PHOTO BY PTI

Moni Sharma

Hyderabad: BJP presi-
dent JP Nadda on Satur-
day lauded PM Narendra 
Modi's leadership in his 
opening remarks at the 
party's national execu-
tive here and said the 
government had deftly 
dealt with various chal-
lenges including Covid 
and evacuation of  Indian 
students from Ukraine, 
sources said. In an appar-
ent swipe at ruling Telan-
gana Rashtra Samithi, 
the BJP chief  said "pari-
varvad is being defeated 
by vikasvad" under the 
Modi govt. He said dy-

nastic politics is getting 
rejected by people due to 
politics of  development.

BJP chief  credited 
the PM for the repeated 
electoral victories of  

the BJP including in UP, 
Manipur where polls 
were held earlier this 
year, the sources said. 
He said there was "pro-
incumbency" for BJP in 

the states it won.
Nadda also spoke 

about the "violence that 
party workers have to 
deal with" in J&K, WB 
and Kerala and said they 

deserve the utmost re-
spect for the sacrifices 
that they have been mak-
ing. CMs of  BJP-ruled 
states and senior leaders 
are also present. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with BJP National President JP 
Nadda and Union Minister Piyush Goyal during BJPs National 
Executive meeting in Hyderabad on Saturday.  —PHOTO BY PTI

WAYS TO REACH OUT 
30 CRORE LABHARTHIS 

In discussions held on 
Saturday, a decision was also 

taken by BJP to ramp up its 
outreach programmes over 
welfare schemes initiated by 
party govts, and to launch ‘Ti-
ranga movement’ and yatras to 
give a thrust to its nationalism 
plank. A decision was taken 
at a meeting of offi ce-bearers 
of BJP to explore more ways 
to reach out to “the 30 crore 
labharthis (benefi ciaries)” of 
govt schemes. 

The PM has given 
a clarion call for 
cooperative 

federalism and, in the last 
eight years, 
met all leaders 
and deferred 
to them with 
respect, as is 
validated by 
maryada. 

That KCR has disrupted a 
constitutionally federal 
protocol reflects on him.
 —Smriti Irani, Union Minister

UDAIPUR BEHEADING

4 accused in police 
remand till July 12
Kamal Kant Vyas

Jaipur: Teams from 
NIA and ATS on Satur-
day presented 4 men ar-
rested in Udaipur tai-
lor’s murder case before 
a court here from where 
they were remanded to 
10-day police remand 
for further questioning 
till July 12. The accused 
Riaz and Ghouse and 
their accomplices Asif  
and Mohseen were 
brought from Ajmer 
Jail to Jaipur. Advo-

cates beat up the ac-
cused while leaving 
court, threw empty bot-
tles, tore clothes & de-
manded to hang them. 
NIA took them to Delhi 
for further probe.  P3

Accused attacked by mob outside court 

Accused attacked by the crowd 
outside NIA court on Saturday. 

—
PHOTO BY SANTOSH SHARM

A
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Kashiram Choudhary

Jaipur: Governor 
Kalraj Mishra has 
called for making as-
trology accessible to 
common man in au-
thentic and easy way. 
He said astrology is our 
priceless heritage and 
it should be used with 
scientific perspective. 
He was addressing first 
international confer-
ence on astrology or-
ganized by  University 
of  Technology and Pal 
Balaji Jyotish Sansthan 

at Deepshikha College, 
Mansarovar on Satur-
day. He said efforts must 
be made to dispel mis-
conceptions. Governor 

said, “Scholars must 
connect astrology with 
ancient Vedic science 
on basis of  evidence.” 
State Human Rights 

Commission Chairman 
Gopal Krishna Vyas 
said that astrology is 
for human welfare.

Scholars must connect astrology 
with ancient Vedic science: Guv

‘ASTRO OM’ APP

OVERCROWDED BUSES, ASPIRANTS 
CREATE RUCKUS, POLICE USE FORCE

CONSTABLE RECRUITMENT EXAM

Aspirants of constable exam overcrowding Chomu bus stop on Saturday. —PHOTO BY MANOJ SAINI

Aspirants queuing up near exam centre in Kota.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur/Kota: The as-
pirants of  constable 
exam on Saturday cre-
ated ruckus at Nayapu-
ra roadways bus stand 
in Kota over boarding 
of  buses. Police resort-
ed to mild force to bring 
the situation under con-
trol and dispersed 
crowd. 

Sources informed 
that 25 exam centers 
were made for consta-
ble recruitment exam 
and more than 15000 as-
pirants were registered 
to appear in the exam in 
Kota. Additional buses 
were arranged, howev-
er due to high number 
of  examinees bus stand 
became overcrowded.

Aspirants created 
ruckus after an argu-
ment broke out between 
the students and police. 
Nayapura Bus Stand In-
charge Nasir informed 
majority of  crowd came 
from Ajmer, Karauli, 
Jaipur, Udaipur, Chit-
tor, Sawai Madhopur.

The constable recruitment 
exam was held across the 
state on Saturday. The 
second shift examination, 
which was cancelled due to 
paper leak from a centre, 
was held for a total of 4588 
posts. Nearly 1.72 lakh 
candidates were registered 
for the examination. The 
students, however, faced 
a tough time downloading 
the admit card, as mobile 
internet services were 
suspended in most parts 
of Rajasthan. Later, the 
admit cards were down-
loaded through E-Mitra 
established by the police 
department. Notably, the 
second shift examination 
was held on May 14, but 
the paper was cancelled by 
the police department on 
May 17 after it was leaked 
from a center in Jhotwara. 
Department earlier decided 
to hold the examination 
on June 22, however, the 
same was later resched-
uled to July 2. Exam was 
conducted at 28 centers.

STUDENTS HAD 
TOUGH TIME 
DOWNLOADING 
ADMIT CARD

Governor Kalraj Mishra launching Astro Om app on Saturday.

Woman raped 
by fiance, her 
parents may 
be involved

Operation 
Hifajat: 3 held 
spying for 
Pakistan

REVISED SYLLABUS

TEACHERS’ 
EXAM TO HAVE 
150 QUESTIONS

NORMS OF MAHARANA PRATAP AWARD CHANGED

First India Bureau

Jaipur: A 30-year-old 
woman was allegedly 
beaten and raped in Ja-
gatpura area, police 
said on Saturday. Police 
informed that the vic-
tim was raped by her 
fiance & her parents are 
also accused in matter.

“Accused has been 
identified as Ajay. Near-
ly three years ago, the 
victim’s parents had 
seen a boy marry their 
daughter. During the 
courtship period, the 
accused and victim 
talked to each other. 
However, victim alleged 
that accused did not 
marry her, but instead, 
repeatedly raped vic-
tim,” police said. “The 
parents are also ac-
cused in the case. Par-
ents, however, claimed 
that their daughter has 
completed her educa-
tion, but does not want 
to marry. When being 
insisted on, it leads to 
fighting in the house,” 
added police.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Three people 
were arrested on charg-
es of  espionage for Pa-
kistani intelligence 
agencies. Action was 
taken against three peo-
ple out of  the 23 sus-
pects detained during a 
special drive ‘Operation 
Hifajat’ conducted in 
bordering districts, in-
cluding Sriganganagar, 
Hanumangarh and Ch-
uru districts

3 arrested were iden-
tified as Abdul Sattar of  
Hanumangarh, Nitin 
Yadav of  Srigangana-
gar and Ram Singh of  
Barmer. They were 
found involved in shar-
ing confidential and 
strategic information to 
Pakistani intelligence 
agencies through social 
media in lieu of  that, 
the official said. 

Sattar had been visit-
ing Pak regularly since 
2010 and has confessed 
to crime.   Intelligence 
agencies have found 
electronic evidence.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Education 
Minister BD Kalla re-
leased revised syllabus 
of  Rajasthan teacher 
recruitment exam on 
Friday. Director of  ele-
mentary education has 
been authorized to pre-
pare detailed syllabus.

On April 1, the de-
partment had released 
syllabus of  the teacher 
recruitment exam but 
candidates had ex-
pressed displeasure and 
demanded revision.

According to the re-
vised syllabus, the du-
ration of  the question 
paper of  Level-1 and 2 
teacher recruitment ex-
amination will be two-
and-a-half-hours. There 
will be 150 questions of  
300 marks and one-third 
will be deducted for 
wrong answers.

Level 1 syllabus will 
include geographical, 
historical and cultural 
knowledge of  Ra-
jasthan. Rajasthan lan-
guage will carry 100 
marks, 80 marks for 
current affairs, 50 
marks for school sub-
ject, 40 marks for ritual 
science, psychology 
will be of  20 marks and 
IT for 10 marks.

Naresh Sharma

Jaipur: The number of  
members in Maharana 
Pratap & senior award 
committee will be in-
creased. At present, 
there are more govt 
members in committee.

Along with this, 
changes in norms of  
the awards will also be 
made and number of  
awards will be limited.
New norms for com-

plete transparency in 
selection will be issued 
in the next few days.

The Sports council is 

in dilemma regarding 
award and prize money 
for general and para 
sportspersons.

On the other hand, 
there is a difference in 
level of  tournaments of  
general & para players.
 Competition remains 
higher in tournament 
of  general players 
whereas in Para Games, 
there are just a few play-
ers in many events. In 
such a situation, it is 
not easy to judge level 
of  competition of  both 
general and para play-
ers on one scale.

Applications for Mahatma Gandhi 
Schools to be accepted till July 6
First India Bureau

Jaipur: Admission 
process began for 
214 Mahatma Gandhi 
(English Medium) 
Schools on Saturday. 
There are 41 schools in 
Jaipur. New session of  
2022-23 will start and 
classes will be conduct-
ed from August 1 to 8.

Applicants can apply 
through  Shala Darpan 

portal. Besides, applica-
tions will also be taken 
offline. Applications 
will be accepted until 
July 6 and list will be 
out on July 7.

PTET EXAM TODAY

GIRISHCHANDRA BAPAT HEADED 
COMMITTEE REACHES FOR SURVEY
Jaipur: The 30-member team of Parliamentary 
Estimates committee reached Jaipur on Sat-
urday. Girishchandra Bapat is the chairman 

of the committee. The 
committee’s visit is 
on the theme of Apni 
Dharohar-Apni Identity. 
Archaeological Survey 
and Tourism Department 
are the nodal depart-
ments. The team will 
go to Sawai Madhopur 

from Jaipur on Sunday. There will be informal 
discussion with representatives of tourism, 
Archaeological Survey of India and the state gov-
ernment. There will be informal discussions with 
representatives of Ministry of Renewable Energy 
and State Government on Monday. Informal 
discussion will be held regarding the implemen-
tation of the plan for the development of solar 
parks and ultra mega solar power projects, with 
representatives of fi sheries, animal husbandry, 
dairy and Dairy Processing and Infrastructure 
Development Fund.

Jaipur: IRS Prateeti Goyal was honored at Vigyan 
Bhawan, Delhi. Union 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman honored Goyal 
for her good work in GST. 
She is currently working at 
CGST in Mumbai. Prateeti is 
the daughter of IAS Pawan 
Kumar Goel.

IRS PRATEETI GOYAL HONOURED BY 
NIRMALA SITHARAMAN FOR GST WORK

NEWS DIGEST

First India Bureau

Jaipur: President of  
Rajasthan Tourism De-
velopment Corporation 
Minister of  State and 
senior Congress leader 
Dharmendra Rathore 
has urged the saints not 
to be swayed by politics. 
He issued a press state-
ment saying that some 
political parties and 
Hinduist organizations 
are trying to take ad-
vantage of  Udaipur in-
cident by creating reli-
gious frenzy & tension.

Rathore said the cul-
prits of  Udaipur inci-
dent have been arrested 
and legal action is being 
taken. In such a situa-
tion, citizens must 
maintain peace in state. 
He urged the saints to 
cooperate in maintain-

ing harmony & adhere 
to Section 144.

Rathore mentioned 
SC’s reaction to Shar-
ma's statements & tar-
geted BJP' for its hy-
pocrisy. He said party 
has suspended Sharma 
but is taking out rallies 
in support. If  Nupur 
Sharma's suspension 
is correct then why 
support her?

Rathore questioned 
why saints remain 
silent when Dalits 
are not allowed to 
enter temples. 

Rathore urges saints not 
to be swayed by politics

First India Bureau

Jaipur: CS Usha Shar-
ma on Saturday direct-
ed officials to ensure 
high-level security ar-
rangements for the suc-
cessful conduct of  
REET Exam- 2022 
scheduled to be held on 
July 23 and 24.

She said the arrange-
ments should be made 
like the arrangements 
made in elections. Meet-
ing was attended by 
senior officials includ-
ing ACS Education 
Pawan Kumar Goyal, 
higher education secre-
tary Bhawani Singh De-
tha and others. CS said 
the exam will be con-
ducted at district head-

quarters only. Only 
those exam centers will 
be selected where ex-
ams of  RPSC and UPSC 
have been conducted 
earlier. Top official di-
rected District Collec-
tors and SPs to make 
arrangements to keep a 
strict vigil round the 
clock on strong rooms.

Make arrangements like 
elections for REET: CS

CS Usha Sharma taking 
meeting regarding REET exam.

MONSOON 
WOES START!

As monsoon reached Rajasthan on Saturday, 13 cm rainfall 
was recorded in Ajmer, 12 cm each in Kotda of Udaipur 
and Kishangarh on Saturday. Due to wind and heavy 
rain a bus stop shed near Fortis hospital toppled (inset) 
Underpass logged with water in front of NWR headquarters, 
Malviya Nagar.  —PHOTOS BY MUKESH KIRADOO

RCA MEET TO DECIDE FATE OF 3 DCAs

Dharmendra Rathore
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Udaipur killer Riaz is a 
‘BJP man’, claims Cong
New Delhi (PTI): The 
Congress on Saturday 
alleged that one of  the 
main accused in the 
brutal killing of  a tailor 
in Udaipur is a “BJP 
member” and asked 
whether the Centre had 
moved quickly to trans-
fer the case to the NIA 
due to this reason.

Addressing a press 
conference at the Con-
gress headquarters 
here, party’s media de-
partment head Pawan 
Khera said a very sensa-
tional disclosure has 
been made by a media 
group in connection 
with the Udaipur inci-
dent which pointed to 
the BJP links with Riaz 
Akhtari.

Some reports have 
also referred to the ac-
cused as Riaz Akhtari.

“The killer of  Kan-
haiya Lal, Riaz Akhtari 
is a member of  the 
BJP,” Khera said in a 
tweet after the press 
conference.

Udaipur (PTI): BJP 
leader Kapil Mishra 
met the family mem-
bers of  Kanhaiya Lal, a 
tailor who was brutally 
hacked to death in Ra-
jasthan’s Udaipur, and 
announced a financial 
help of  Rs 1 crore col-
lected through a fund-
raising initiative.

After paying floral 
tributes to Kanhaiya 
Lal and meeting his 
family at his residence, 
Mishra told reporters 
that he had set a target 
of  collecting Rs 1 crore 
through the fundraiser 
but Rs 1 crore 70 lakh 
have already been col-
lected and people are 

still contributing.
He said that Rs 1 crore 

will be transferred to 
the family of  Kanhaiya 
Lal which will be used 
in repaying home loan 
and for expenditure of  

studies of  his sons.
Mishra said that Rs 

25 lakh will be given to 
Ishwar, who was also 
present in Kanhaiya 
Lal’s shop and sus-
tained injuries.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur/Barmer: Sev-
eral cities of  the state 
remained closed on Sat-
urday to protest against 
the murder of  Kanhai-
ya Lal in Udaipur. The 
protestors also gave a 
stern warning to the 
government and de-
manded that the killers 
be hanged.

While giving the 
memorandum to the 
Barmer collector, the 
women protestors 
placed bangles on his 
table. For the last two 
days, continuous pro-
tests are going on in sev-
eral areas of  the state.

On Saturday, the mar-
kets of  Sri Ganganagar 
remained closed for 
half  the day from 9 am 
to 1 pm on Saturday. 
The traders said that 
they were with the 
bandh because what 
happened to Kanhaiya 
was wrong. Such inci-
dents should not hap-
pen in this area.

Jaipur: Heavy police forces 
have been deployed in Jaipur 
for the Sunday protest march  
called by the Sarva Hindu 
Samaj. Over a lakh people will 
assemble at Badi Chaupar at 
10 am. First there will be a 
meeting at Badi Chaupar and 
after that a silent proces-
sion will be taken out till 
the Sanganeri Gate, where 
a Hanuman Chalisa will be 
recited. A meeting of Hindu 
society and organisations 
was held at the Adarsh Vidya 
Mandir, Ambabadi on Friday. 
“The protest march is just an 
expression of the sentiments 
of most Hindus. Can’t Hindus 
protest in their own country 
against atrocities or terrorist 
acts committed on them by 
terrorists?,” Virendra Sharma 
of VHP said.

Bundi: Maulana Na-
deem Akhtar Sakafi 
and his partner Alam 
Ghori, who were arrest-
ed on Friday for making 
provocative remarks 
against expelled BJP 
leader Nupur, granted 
bail on Saturday.

During a demonstra-
tion at the Collectorate 
on June 3, The Maula-
na had called for chop-
ping off  hands, eyes, 
and tongues of  those 
who make any remark 
against the Prophet.

On June 5, several 
Hindu organisations 
staged a sit-in and de-
manded the arrest of  
the Maulana.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The Adminis-
tration has further ex-
tended mobile internet 
restriction in the 
Jaipur division for the 
next 24 hours- from Sat-
urday 5:30 pm to Sun-
day 5:30 pm. However, 
the administration has 
restored the services in 
Alwar and Dausa dis-
tricts. Internet servic-
es in Jodhpur division 
have also been re-
stored, Divisional 
Commissioner Himan-
shu Gupta informed.

First India Bureau 

Rajsamand: Two mis-
creants, who incited 
people to attack police-
men during protest over 
Udaipur’s gruesome 
killing of  Kanhaiyala, 
were paraded on foot in 
Rajsamand’s Bhim 
tehsil on Saturday. 

Police informed con-
stable Sandeep was at-
tacked by a sword dur-
ing the violent protest. 
“The two accused, 
Surendra Singh and 
Balwant Singh, incited 
the crowd to attack the 
police team during the 
protest held in Bhim 
on Wednesday over 

Kanhaiyalal’s murder. 
The accused were ar-
rested on Thursday. 
People are afraid of  
Cobra gang in the 
area,” police said. 

“The two accused 

were paraded on foot in 
Bhim so that fear of  
people should come 
out,” police added.  A 
campaign is being un-
dertaken to nab other 
accused of  the gang.

First India Bureau 

Barmer: A Railway 
Station Master was 
held under POCSO 
Act in the district. He 
is accused of  attempt-
ing to molest a minor 
boy by showing porno-
graphic video. Police 
filed a case on the re-
port of  the victim’s 
father. Samdari SHO 
Dawood Khan said the 
accused called the boy 
on the pretext of  
roaming around but 
showed him porno-
graphic videos and got 
naked before him and 
attempted to molest 
the minor boy.

The station master 
identified as Girdhari 
Prasad was presented 
in the court and sent to 
the judicial custody. 

There was an atmos-
phere of  anger among 
the locals. The child 
went home and told 

about it to his family 
members, who reached 
the police station and 
filed a case.

Jaipur (PTI): The BJP 
Minority Morcha in Ra-
jasthan on Saturday re-
futed the allegation lev-
elled by the Congress 
that the main accused in 
the Kanhaiya Lal mur-
der case in Udaipur was 
a BJP member.

After a photo showing 
Riaz Akhtari with some 
local BJP leaders of  
Udaipur emerged, Mo-
hammad Sadiq Khan, 
state president of  the 
BJP Minority Morcha, 
said the photo cannot be 
a held as a proof  to show 
he is a party member.

Khan said the Con-

gress wanted to shift the 
blame on the saffron 
party in order to divert 
public attention from the 
“failure of  the Ashok Ge-
hlot government”, which 

he alleged did nothing 
for minorities in three-
and-a-half  years.

“Anyone can have a 
photo with any leader. It 
does not mean that he is 
a member of  the BJP,” 
Sadiq told reporters.

“I have been in (their) 
programmes as well, and 
my presence at a minor-
ity cell programme is not 
a crime,” Kataria said. “I 
would have certainly 
gone to the programme 
and who stands with me 
in a photo is not in my 
hands, or in anyone 
else’s (hands),” Gulab 
Chand Kataria said.

No link with accused, BJP minority 
morcha denies Congress allegation

Cites pictures and posts linking 
Riaz Akhtari with BJP leaders

Questions Centre over quick 
transfer of case to the NIA

One of the accused Riaz is 
seen with Gulabchand Kataria.

Accused being paraded by police personnel. 

Kapil Mishra addresses the media at Kanhaiya Lal’s residence in 
Udaipur on Saturday.  —PHOTO BY PTI

BJP Minority morcha state 
chief Sadiq Khan. 

1 2

Mishra meets tailor’s family, 
announces `1 cr assistance

Protesters demand killers 
be hanged, give bangles 
to Barmer Dist Collector

Bundi Maulana, 
aide granted bail 
in hate speech

Internet ban in 
Jaipur extends till 
Sunday evening

Rajsamand: Police parade accused 
who attacked constable with sword

Station Master held for 
molesting minor boy

Heavy metal 
was used to 
make cleaver

Udaipur: The cleaver 
used to kill Kanihaiya Lal 
Teli was made of heavy 
metal so that it could 
easily chop off the neck. 
It was made of stone-
cutting cutter rings and 
the weapon was hidden 
in the fodder after the 
murder. It was made at 
SK Engineering Factory 
at Sapetiya village. The 
factory is of Shoaib, 
friend of accused Riaz 
Akhtari who had hacked 
Lal to death. ATS will 
also interrogate Shoaib 
in relation to the factory 
case.

Police deployed 
at every nook 
and corner of city

An accused in Kanhaiya Lal killing case being taken back to custody after he was produced at an 
NIA court in Jaipur on Saturday.  —PHOTO BY SANTOSH SHARMA

MEGA MARCH

Ajmer: POCSO court in Ajmer convicted a man for rap-
ing a minor girl and awarded rigorous imprisonment of 
10 years. The court also imposed a fi ne of Rs 1.10 lakh 
on Parminder Singh, who had raped the minor girl. 
Public Prosecutor Vikram Singh Shekhawat said that 
there were 19 witnesses in the case and 22 documents 
were present in the court.

Udaipur: The State Gov-
ernment on Saturday 
suspended CID SSB 
ASP Rajesh Bhardwaj 
in Udaipur zone. The 
Government admits 
serious negligence of 
Intelligence in Udaipur 
killing. So far, 5 RPS 
offi cers including 
Rajesh Bhardwaj have 
been suspended from 
Udaipur. 

MAN GETS 10-YR RI FOR RAPING MINOR

FIFTH ASP 
SUSPENDED

The alliance 
between 
Udaipur 

terrorists and BJP 
has exposed party’s 
experiment. BJP 
should stop throwing 
the country in the at-
mosphere of religious 
hysteria. 

—Sachin Pilot,
Former Dy CM, Rajasthan

Protesters present bangles to 
Barmer District Collector.
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK

It is better to do nothing, 
than to do what is wrong. 
For whatever you do, you 

do to yourself.
—Buddha

IN-DEPTH

Dharmendra Pradhan  
@dpradhanbjp

Cooperative federalism in letter 
and spirit is the cornerstone of our 
democracy. Breaching protocol on 

purpose yet again, Telangana CM has 
insulted  the institution of both that of 
a CM and PM. KCR can hide but his 

corrupt politics will not remain hidden. 

Anurag Thakur  
@ianuragthakur

I extend my best wishes to Sports 
journalists for their relentless effort 

and invaluable contribution to 
#IndianSports.  Your commitment and 
dedication keeps us informed updated. 

Happy #WorldSportsJournalistDay

TOP TWEETS

SUPREME COURT’S 
SCATHING REMARKS 
IN NUPUR CASE 
SPARK A DEBATE

here’s a lot of  discus-
sion around the re-
marks made by Jus-
tices Surya Kant and 
JB Pardiwala while 

refusing to entertain Nupur 
Sharma’s plea to club all the 
FIRs registered against her and 
move them to Delhi. One view is 
that the honourable judges went 
outside the purview of  the peti-
tion and argued like a lawyer. 
The counter argument is that 
the remarks were made during 
the course of  argument and that 
is why they did not form part of  
the final order, unlike the Zakia 
Jafri case in which the com-
ments by the same judges read 
like instructions. This argu-
ment also took note of  the fact 
that despite the Delhi Police fac-
ing the court’s ire, Nupur Shar-
ma remains free.

The trouble with the judiciary 
is that it faces a huge trust defi-
cit. With the society so deeply 
divided one section of  society 
expects the courts to be true to 
the Constitution, but the party 
in power expects them to en-
dorse their actions. 

T

S Supreme Court’s 
6-3 ruling in fa-
vour of  coal com-
panies is yet an-
other order after 

the reversal of  nearly a 
50-year-old judgment allow-
ing abortion and New York’s 
gun law that goes against the 
Joe Biden administration’s 
commitment to combat envi-
ronmental pollution. The rul-
ing puts a curb on the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy’s power to regulate emis-
sion of  greenhouse gases. The 
coal producers were feeling 
threatened by the Biden ad-
ministration’s plans to switch 
over to alternative sources of  
energy. The ruling is a blow 
also to global efforts on curb-
ing greenhouse gas emissions 
which is causing irreparable 
damage to climate. Quitting 

coal in a phased manner was 
part of  an agreement signed 
by 40 countries at COP26.

President Biden signed an 
executive order in December 
2021 to “lead by example in 
tackling the climate crisis”. 
One of  the five goals set by that 
December order was: “100 per-
cent carbon pollution-free elec-

tricity (CFE) by 2030, at least 
half  of  which will be locally 
supplied clean energy…” The 
order envisaged a “65 percent 
emission reduction by 2030”.

The suit filed by West Vir-
ginia against the Environ-
mental Protection Authority, 
a federal body, challenged the 
order passed by “unelected 
bureaucrats” of  the EPA. In 
his judgment Chief  Justice 
John G. Roberts wrote, “But 
it is not plausible that Con-
gress gave EPA the authority 
to adopt on its own such a 
regulatory scheme…A deci-
sion of  such magnitude rests 
with Congress itself…” 

The Republicans hold a 
slender majority in Congress 
with 50 members. Democrats 
have a strength of  48. Getting 
the regulation passed will be 
a political challenge.

US SC NOW DEALS 
A BLOW TO CLIMATE

US Supreme Court’s 6-3 
ruling in favour of coal 

companies is yet another 
order after the reversal of 

nearly a 50-year-old judgment 
allowing abortion and New 
York’s gun law that goes 
against the Joe Biden 

administration’s 
commitment to combat 
environmental pollution

U

SATINDER LAMBAH - SATTI: 
AN OUTSTANDING DIPLOMAT

Natwar Singh with Satti Lamba (On Singh’s left) and others. The present National Security Advisor, Ajit Doval is also seen standing on the extreme left. The photograph was taken in Islamabad in 1981.

For a long time Maharashtra 
was among the best governed 

states in India. Alas! In the last 
three weeks the country has 

been witnessing gross political 
indiscipline and horse trading 
there. Bala Sahib Thackeray’s 

spirit in the heavens must be in 
genuine agony. Some political 
cleansing is urgently required

atinder Lambah - Satti, was 
an outstanding diplomat, an 
accomplished problem solv-
er, who understood the inter-
nal and external dynamics of  
an ever changing global for-
eign policies. He was en-
dowed with a sterling charac-
ter, a self  – effacing and loyal 
colleague.

He faced his prolonged and 
debilitating illness with un-
common cheerfulness and 
exemplary stoicism. I used to 
telephone Satti and Nina 
very frequently. Nima looked 
after Satti with unsurpassa-
ble love and devotion.

I first met him in Islama-
bad in July 1980. I had taken 
over as Head of  Mission. 
Satti was number two. For 
Indian diplomats a posting to 
Pakistan is both a prize and 
a problem. I soon realized 
that Satti’s comprehension 
of  the complexities of  Indo-
Pak relations was most im-
pressive. I, after a short time   
began to respect his exper-
tise and judgement.

It is not easy for Indian dip-
lomats to have intimate per-
sonal relations with most of  
their Pakistani counter 
parts. Satti was an exception. 
His contacts in Islamabad, 

Lahore and Karachi were of  
immense value to me. After 
six months I said to myself, 
“When in doubt, do as Satti 
does.” I did not ever regret 
this decision of  mine.

The scene now takes a dra-
matic turn. In 1983 March 
New Delhi hosted the Seventh 
Summit of  Non-Aligned 
Countries. Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi to the dismay 
of  some of  my senior col-
leagues appointed me Secre-
tary General. She herself  was 
to take over the Presidentship 
of  the Movement from Presi-
dent Castro at the Summit.

At the opening session I sat 
next to President Castro on 
the podium. Shrimati Gan-
dhi sat with the Indian Dele-
gation. Castro was to hand 
over the Presidentship to her 
at the afternoon session.

Before the NAM Summit I 
had spoken to the P.M that I 
needed a Deputy to assist me. 
“Whom do you have in 
mind?” She asked. I men-
tioned Satti Lambha’s name. 
“I have never met him, but I 
leave the decision to you.”

During the lunch break on 
the first day, Satti came run-
ning to me. “Sir, we have a hell 
of  a problem on our hands.” 
“What is it?”, I enquired. Satti 
said that P.L.O leader Yasser 
Arafat had decided to leave 
New Delhi immediately. 
“Why” I asked, duly per-
turbed. Satti said Arafat felt 
insulted at the opening ses-
sion because that…..the King 
of  Jordon had been asked to 

speak before him.
I immediately telephoned 

the PM telling her of  Arafat’s 
threat. “Please come to Vigyan 
Bhawan and also bring Presi-
dent Castro with you.” I said to 
her. She told me she would be 
there in fifteen minutes and 
also ask Castro to come with 
her. I briefed both. If  I remem-
ber rightly, Castro had already 
contacted Arafat asked him to 
come to Vigyan Bhawan.

The conversation between 
Castro and Arafat, I recall 
vividly.

Castro to Arafat: “Are you 
a friend of  Indira Gandhi?”

Arafat: “Friend, Friend, 
she is my elder sister.”

Castro: “Then behave like 
her younger brother. Cancel 
your flight and come to the 
afternoon session.”

Castro had his way. A crest 
fallen. Arafat attended the 
afternoon and subsequent 
sessions. 

What followed was even 
more alarming. I think I have 
never written about this epi-
sode before. Our intelligence 
people sent word to me that a 
very senior member of  the 
Cuban delegation was carry-
ing a pistol in his pocket. The 
Cuban delegation was sitting 
in the front row. I whispered 
to Mrs. Gandhi. She smiled, 
“I don’t think he will use it.”

In the recess I got hold of  
Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, the 
Vice President of  Cuba and 
told him about the Cuban del-
egate with a pistol. Carlos was 
a wise man. “There have been 
nine attempts on Fidel’s life. 
We have to protect him.” He 
added, “I notice you security 
arrangements are very lax.” I 
said, “We have no security 
problems. The Prime Minis-
ter has one escort car and an 
armed security man sitting 
next to the driver.” Eighteen 
months later Smt. Indira Gan-
dhi was assassinated. 

For a long time Maharash-
tra was among the best gov-
erned states in India. Alas! In 
the last three weeks the coun-
try has been witnessing gross 
political indiscipline and 
horse trading there. Bala Sa-
hib Thackeray’s spirit in the 
heavens must be in genuine 
agony. Some political cleans-
ing is urgently required.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY  

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

S
K NATWAR SINGH

The author is Former Minister  
of External Affairs of India

It is not easy for Indian 
diplomats to have intimate 

personal relations with 
most of their Pakistani 

counter parts. Satti was 
an exception. His 

contacts in Islamabad, 
Lahore and Karachi 
were of immense 

value to me. After six 
months I said to myself, 

“When in doubt, do as 
Satti does.” I did not ever 
regret this decision of mine
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New Delhi: Union MoS 
(Independent Charge) 
Science & Technology; 
M o S ( I n d e p e n d e n t 
Charge) Earth Scienc-
es; MoS PMO, Person-
nel, Public Grievances, 
Pensions, Atomic En-
ergy and Space, Dr Ji-
tendra Singh on Satur-
day said that the Gov-
ernment, through De-
partment of  Science & 
Technology (DST), will 
promote StartUps in 
“carbon neutral” build-
ing construction and 
called for and linking 
these StartUps with in-

dustry to help India 
achieve 500GW non-fos-
sil energy capacity by 
2030, as promised by PM 
Modi at COP26 meeting.

In his Special Ad-
dress as Chief  Guest at 
the Solar Decathlon In-

dia Awards Ceremony, 
an Indo-US joint initia-
tive for clean energy, 
Singh urged real estate 
developers, builders, in-
dustry, and academia to 
find innovative, afford-
able solutions that 

adapt to India’s climat-
ic zones and unique 
needs, address extreme 
weather events, and re-
duce risk to lives and 
property. He reiterated 
that PM Modi has ex-
tended full fledged sup-

port to StartUps and 
even called upon them 
to tackle challenges fac-
ing the country includ-
ing climate challenge.

Dwelling on the 
theme of  Climate 
Change and Net-Zero: 

Challenges for Building 
Sector, Dr Singh said, 
globally, construction 
and operation of  build-
ings account for 38% of  
total energy related 
CO2 emissions that 
cause global warming. 

Dr Singh informed 
gathering that dev net-
zero energy and net-ze-
ro water buildings are 
not easy and there is a 
need to bring together 
real estate developers, 
builders, industry, and 
academia to find afford-
able solutions that 
adapt to India’s climatic 
zones and unique needs, 
and address resiliency. 

India is experiencing a building boom: Dr Singh
PROMOTING STARTUPS

BENGALURU MOM 
KILLS SELF, 3-YR-
OLD DAUGHTER

21 IPS OFFICERS 
TRANSFERRED IN 
UTTAR PRADESH

Bengaluru: A 31-year-
old woman allegedly 
killed her 3-year-old 
daughter before she 
took her own life at her 
apartment in RR Nagar, 
Bengaluru south. The 
deceased have been 
identified as Deepa and 
her daughter Riya. They 
are survived by Deepa’s 
husband Adarsh, an en-
gineer, who lived in the 
apartment. According to 
the police, the incident 
came to light when 
Adarsh returned home 
after work. Deepa was 
on treatment for fever 
and stomach pain.

Lucknow: The Uttar 
Pradesh government on 
Saturday ordered trans-
fer of 21 IPS officers, 
including police chiefs 
of 14 districts. Accord-
ing to list released on 
Saturday, Ayodhya 
Senior SSP SK Pandey 
has been given the 
same post in Prayagraj 
in place of Ajay who has 
been made SP CBCID 
Lucknow. Kasganj 
SP Rohan Botre has 
been made the new SP 
Ghazipur. Kannauj SP 
Prashant Verma has 
been made SSP Ayod-
hya among others.

Bengaluru: We are sympathetic towards the prob-
lems of Pourakarmikas. The state government is 

committed to redress their 
grievances humanitarianly, 
CM Basavaraj Bommai said 
Saturday.Speaking to medi-
apersons before leaving for 
Telangana to participate in the 
BJP National Executive Meet, 

Bommai said, the state government has agreed in 
principle to regularise the services of the Pourakar-
mikas who are working on a direct payment system. 
A joint committee of officials and representatives of 
the Pourakarmikas has been formed in this regard.

Hyderabad: The Enforcement Directorate on Satur-
day said it has provisionally attached 105 immov-

able properties and other assets 
worth Rs 96.21 crore belonging 
to Madhucon Group of companies 
and its directors and promoters in 
a money laundering case, a press 
release from the agency said. The 
ED’s announcement came at time 
when Nama Nageshwara Rao, TRS 

Lok Sabha floor leader and promoter of Madhucon 
Group, was present at the meeting in support of op-
position parties’ common candidate for presidential 
polls Yashwant Sinha.

GOVERNMENT WILL ALWAYS RESPOND TO 
POURAKARMIKAS’ PROBLEMS: BOMMAI

ED PROVISIONALLY ATTACHES `96 CR 
ASSETS OF TRS MP PROMOTED GROUP

Mumbai (Agencies): 
Umesh Kolhe - the phar-
macist murdered in 
Maharashtra's Amra-
vati on the night of  
June 21, allegedly be-
cause of  WhatsApp 
messages supporting 
suspended BJP spokes-
person Nupur Sharma 
amid the row over her 
Prophet Mohammed re-

marks - did not flag any 
threats to his life, his 
brother, Mahesh Kolhe, 
told on Saturday.

A distraught Mahesh 
lamented the killing of  
his brother, saying 
'we're not able to under-
stand why was he 
killed... because of  a 
few forwarded messag-
es?' and firmly denied 
reports he was killed in 
a robbery or hold-up 
that went horribly 

wrong.
"My brother for-

warded some mes-
sages about Nupur 
Sharma in some 
WhatsApp groups... 
but we're not able to 
understand why 
was he killed? Be-
cause of  two-four 
forwarded messag-

es?" Mahesh Kol-
he said.

NOT ABLE TO UNDERSTAND WHY HE 
WAS KILLED…, LAMENTS BROTHER
AMRAVATI CHEMIST KILLED: Umesh Kolhe’s murder took place on June 21

Hyderabad (PTI): Tel-
angana CM K Chan-
drashekar Rao on Sat-
urday lashed out at PM 
Modi and BJP even as 
he lent support to Sin-
ha, the opposition’s 
presidential candidate, 
at the latter’s meet-and-
greet programme with 
TRS leaders.

Urging TRS MPs and 
MLAs to ensure that a 
deserving candidate 
wins, KCR said, 
“Weigh the two candi-
dates and vote after 
thinking. It will bring 
a qualitative change.”

He also accused the 
Centre of  killing de-
mocracy in the country, 
and using constitution-
al bodies to harass 
those who disagree. 
“What the Modi admin-
istration is doing is suc-
cessfully killing democ-
racy every day, throt-
tling the federal system 
of  India…toppling gov-
ernments which do not 

toe their line. One Un-
ion minister said that 
like Maha, they will 
pull down the Telanga-
na govt…we are ready. 
If  our government falls, 
we will be free to bring 

down the BJP govt at 
the Centre. For 60 years, 
Telangana society has 
fought for a separate 
state and we are pre-
pared for another strug-
gle,” he said.

Modi is killing democracy, 
KCR attacks PM Modi

New Delhi (ANI): Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi hit out at Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday for 
criticising the Mahat-
ma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGN-
REGA). "I was shocked 
in Lok Sabha when I 
heard the PM speak 

against MGNREGA," 
Gandhi said at an event 
in Kerala's Wayanad. 
"He called it a living 
monument of  the fail-
ures of  the UPA. He 
called it a drain on the 
exchequer. It made me 
realise that the PM ac-
tually had not under-
stood depth of  MGN-
REGA," Gandhi said.

Rahul Gandhi hits out at Modi 
for criticising MGNREGA

Kyiv (Agencies): Pow-
erful explosions rocked 
the Ukrainian city of  
Mykolaiv early on Satur-
day, the mayor said, a day 
after authorities said at 
least 21 people were 
killed when Russian 
missiles struck an apart-
ment building near the 
Black Sea port of  Odesa. 

Air raid sirens 
sounded across the 
Mykolaiv region, which 

borders the vital port of  
Odesa, before the blasts.

“There are powerful 

explosions in the city! 
Stay in shelters!” 
Mykolaiv mayor Olek-
sandr Senkevich wrote 
on the Telegram mes-
saging app. It was not 
immediately known 
what caused the explo-
sions. The news agen-
cies could not indepen-
dently verify the report. 

New Delhi (PTI): In 
India a party in power 
believes that every gov-
ernmental action is en-
titled to judicial en-
dorsement & opposition 
parties expect the judi-
ciary to advance their 
political positions and 
causes but “judiciary is 
answerable to Constitu-
tion and Constitution 
alone” CJI NV Ramana 
said on Saturday.

“As we celebrate 75th 
year of  Independence 
this year and as our Re-
public turned 72, with 
some sense of  regret I 
must add here that we 
still haven’t learnt to 
appreciate wholly the 
roles and responsibili-
ties assigned by Consti-
tution to each of  Insti-

tutions. “Party in power 
believes that every Gov-
ernmental action is en-
titled to judicial en-
dorsement. The parties 
in Oppn expect judici-
ary to advance their po-
litical positions & caus-
es”, the CJI said at a fe-
licitation function or-
ganised by Association 
of  Indian Americans in 
San Francisco, USA.

Birmingham (PTI): In-
dia captain Jasprit 
Bumrah bludgeoned a 
hapless Stuart Broad for 
29 runs to create a world 
record for maximum 
runs off  a single over in 
Test cricket, beating the 
legendary Brian Lara’s 
feat by one run. 

World record stayed 
with Lara for 18 years 
— he had hit South Af-
rican left-arm spinner 
Robin Peterson for 28 
runs in a Test match in 
2003-04, which included 
4 fours and 2 sixes off  
six legal deliveries. For-
mer Australia player 
Bailey had also scored 
28 in an over but he was 
behind Lara in terms 
of  boundary count. 
Broad, who had also 
been hit for 6 sixes in an 
over by Yuvraj in the 
inaugural World T20 in 
2007, gave away 35 runs 
in the 84th over of  In-
dian 1st innings in 5th 
rescheduled Test.

MYKOLAIV: RUSSIAN MISSILES KILL 21 NEAR ODESA

CJI says Judiciary is 
answerable only to 
the Constitution

Jasprit 
Bumrah breaks 
Brian Lara’s 
world record

Union MoS Dr Jitendra Singh addressing people at the “Solar 
Decathlon India Awards” in New Delhi on Saturday.

India is experiencing a building 
boom, and almost 70% of the floor 
area that India will have in 2050 is 
going to be new construction in the 

next 28 years. This presents a huge opportuni-
ty to make 70% of our buildings net-zero by le-
veraging new technologies and encouraging the 
use of local, sustainable building materials.
 —Dr Jitendra Singh, Union MoS 

ROW OVER NUPUR SHARMA’S PROPHET REMARKS
NAVNEET WRITES TO 
SHAH, SEEKS ACTION 
AGAINST AMRAVATI CP

Amravati MP Navneet 
Rana on Saturday wrote to 
HM Amit Shah demanding 
action against Amravati 
Police Commissioner Arti 
Singh for attempting to 
‘cover-up’ the murder 
of 54-year-old chemist 
Umesh Kolhe in her 
constituency. In her letter, 
Navneet Rana alleged that 
under political pressure, 
Arti Singh hushed the 
hate killing and registered 
the case under Sections 
pertaining to ‘robbery’.

6 HELD OVER AMRAVATI CHEMIST MURDER

C’GARH MAN COMPLAINS OF DEATH THREATS 
FOR SM POST SUPPORTING NUPUR, FIR FILED

“Six persons have been arrested in con-
nection with murder of chemist and a 
search is on to trace prime accused Irfan 
Khan (32), who runs a NGO,” Amravati 
commissioner of police Dr Aarti Singh 
said on Saturday. “Kolhe ran a medical 
store in Amravati city,” police said.

Durg: A 22-year-old man in Chhattisgarh’s Durg district has 
complained to the police, saying that he has been getting 
death threats after he shared a social media post in support 
of former BJP spokesperson Nupur Sharma over her remarks 
against Prophet Mohammad, an official said on July 2.

HIGHLIGHTS THREAT LETTER TO 
WIFE OF HSP CHIEFl Lookout notice for Nupur 

Sharma after she fails to 
appear before Kol police

l Samsung Pak Blasphe-
my Row: Mob alleges 
‘WiFi Device’ insulted 
Prophet, 27 staffs Held

l Letter to CJI seeks with-
drawal of remarks by SC 
against Nupur Sharma

After the murder of a tailor 
in Udaipur, the wife of slain 
Hindu Samaj Party chief 
Kamlesh Tiwari has alleged 
that she received an anon-
ymous letter threatening 
to kill her. Tiwari said she 
discovered the threat letter 
in Urdu, inside her Lucknow 
home on June 22.

Oppositions presidential candidate Yashwant Sinha speaks during a function organised for his 
felicitation, in Hyderabad on Saturday. Also present here is Telangana CM K Chandrashekar Rao.

PREZ POLL, A FIGHT BETWEEN 2 
IDEOLOGIES: YASHWANT SINHA

Stating that presidential elections are being 
held under “extraordinary circumstances”, 

the opposition’s prez candidate Yashwant Sinha 
on Saturday said the fight will continue even 
after the polls. Speaking at a meeting organised 
by the TRS party in support of his candidature, 
Sinha said the election is not a fight between 2 
individuals but a battle of ideologies. Launching 
attack on Modi, he said, he tried to reach out to 
Modi over phone after filing his nomination as 
presidential candidate. However, Sinha said he 
was informed that PM was not available and till 
now there was no response for the call.

CJI Ramana addresses event 
in San Francisco on Saturday.

As the economy of the coun-
try was crippled due to de-
monetisation and “faulty” 
implementation of the GST, 
and then affected by Covid, 
the scheme has become even 
more important now to 

protect the livelihood of 
the common people. 

 —Rahul Gandhi, Cong leader

JAIRAM RAMESH 
WRITES TO NADDA
New Delhi: Con-
gress leader Jairam 
Ramesh has written 
to BJP president 
JP Nadda stating 
that several of his 
colleagues have 
"deliberately" shared 
"fabricated and dis-
torted reportage" on 
Rahul's comments in 
Kerala about SFI vio-
lence and has sought 
an apology. He 
said Nadda should 
apologise on behalf 
of colleagues "who 
have acted with such 
reckless disregard for 
truth". He said if an 
apology is not issued 
on Saturday, party 
will take appropriate 
legal action.

Nupur Sharma

Navneet Rana

CRUCIAL READ
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Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann: A CM without authority! 

Sharat K Verma

Chandigarh: Four 
months have passed since 
the formation of  the Aam 
Aadmi Party government 
in Punjab, but till now 
Chief  Minister Bhagwant 
Mann is a CM without any 

real authority. He is the 
Chief  Minister but it 
seems that no one is tak-
ing him seriously. He is 
believed to be the rubber 
stamp of  party supremo 
Arvind Kejriwal. He has 
also lowered his status by 
appearing in the Delhi 

Durbar and hanging on 
the gate of  the car with his 
bodyguards in Kejriwal’s 
road show. There is also a 
message in the adminis-
tration of  Punjab that all 
major decisions have to be 
taken with the consent of  
the party’s Rajya Sabha 
MP Raghav Chadha.

Meanwhile, the Aam 
Aadmi Party lost in the by-
election to the Sangrur 
seat won by Bhagwant 
Mann. There are two types 

of  discussions about this. 
One is that Mann is weak, 
but the second discussion 
is that Mann wanted his 
sister to contest on his tra-
ditional seat, for which 
Kejriwal was not ready. 
Gurmail Singh was given 
the ticket instead of  his 
sister, for whom Mann did 
not insist. However, what-
ever be the reason, Mann’s 
‘authority’ is no where to 
be seen on ground. An ex-
ample of  this was seen on 

June 16, when the Mann 
administration trans-
ferred 216 tehsildars and 
naib tehsildars of  the 
state, but most of  them 
neither gave up their 
charge nor took charge of  
the new place. When the 
complaint was received, a 
separate letter was sent to 
the collectors of  all the dis-
tricts asking Tehsildars 
and Naib Tehsildars to va-
cate the office and send 
them to another place.

Delhi CM and AAP National Convenor Arvind Kejriwal with Punjab CM 
Bhagwant Mann waves to the party supporters during a roadshow.

GOLD DEMAND COULD HURT 
AS IMPORT DUTY HIKED

Chennai (ANI): A jump 
in import duties on gold 
by 5% is likely to impact 
consumer demand, said 
analysts and compa-
nies. On Friday, the Fi-
nance Ministry in-
creased custom duty on 
the yellow metal to 
12.5% from 7.5% result-
ing in a hike of  5%. 

This was done in a 
bid to curb imports of  
gold in India. To be sure, 
India is largely depend-
ent on imports to meet 
its domestic demand. 
“Indian government 
has decided to raise the 
basic customs duty on 
gold from 7.5% to 12.5% 
while social welfare sur-

charge has been ex-
empted. The total new 
import duty applicable 
will be 15%. Since India 
is largely dependent on 
imports to meet its do-
mestic demand, higher 
import duty may make 
gold expensive,” said 
analysts at Kotak Secu-
rities. The move may 
help govt reduce im-
ports and ease pressure 
on trade balance as well 
as boost revenues from 

customs duty, they ar-
gued. “However, higher 
domestic price and 
slower economic growth 
may hamper gold de-
mand in India which 
may weigh on interna-
tional prices already 
struggling for some sup-
port,” said. Meanwhile, 
retailers said demand 
for the yellow metal has 
been muted but is ex-
pected to pick up closer 
to the festive season.

 —PICTURE FOR REPRESENTATION

GOLD 
SMUGGLING: 
UDF LEADERS 
HEAD PROTEST
Thrissur (PTI):
The opposition 
Congress-led United 
Democratic Front 
(UDF) on Saturday 
took out protest 
marches to district 
collectorates across 
Kerala demanding 
a comprehensive 
probe into the al-
legations that have 
cropped up against 
CM Pinarayi Vi-
jayan and his family 
members in the gold 
smuggling case. 
Besides the district 
headquarters, a pro-
test rally was taken 
out to the Secretari-
at, the administrative 
hub, in state capital. 

Taxpayers face 
issues accessing 
e-portal, says 
IT department
New Delhi (PTI): As 
taxpayers face issues in 
accessing the e-filing 
portal, the Income Tax 
department on Saturday 
said software provider 
Infosys is taking “proac-
tive measures” to deal 
with the ‘irregular traf-
fic’ on the portal. 

“It has been noticed 
that taxpayers are facing 
issues in accessing ITD 
e-filing portal. As in-
formed by @Infosys, 
they have observed some 
irregular traffic on the 
portal for which proac-
tive measures are being 
taken,” the I-T depart-
ment tweeted. The new 
e-filing portal www.inco-
metax.gov.in, launched 
on June 7, 2021, had a 
bumpy start with tax-
payers and professionals 
reporting glitches and 
difficulties in its func-
tioning. Infosys was giv-
en the contract in 2019 to 
develop the portal.

WB guv appoints new VC, 
for university, TMC objects
First India Bureau

Kolkata: West Bengal 
Governor Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Thursday 
appointed the next vice 
chancellor of  the Ra-
bindra Bharati Univer-
sity. It is most unfortu-
nate and grave impro-
priety that ruling party 
TMC spokesperson has 
made totally wrong 
statement as regards 
Governor/ Chancellor 
making appointment of  
Vice Chancellor of  Ra-
bindra Bharati Univer-
sity. Reported statement 
of  spokesperson of  the 
ruling Trinamool Con-
gress in the state is

“Slamming Dhankhar 
for his latest move, 
TMC state general sec-
retary Kunal Ghosh 
charged: “The Gover-
nor has once again 
proved that he does not 
believe in democratic 
principles and federal-
ism. While his consent 

is awaited for the bill, 
the Governor hastily 
announced a name as 
the V-C of  RBU. He did 
not bother to take into 
confidence the educa-
tion minister and the 

CM before the an-
nouncement. He is basi-
cally exceeding his 
brief.” He accused 
Dhankhar of  hastily an-
nouncing name of  the 
new vice chancellor.

West Bengal Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar.

‘EDU DEPT HAS RIGHT TO APPOINT VC’

Mahesh Sharma

Patna: In the last as-
sembly election, Sama-
jwadi Party could not 
win the election in Ut-
tar Pradesh but it per-
formed extremely well. 
It was only after the 
impressive peformance  
that SP chief  Akhilesh 
Yadav resigned from 
his Azamgarh Lok Sab-
ha seat and decided to 
continue as an MLA. It 
was said then that Akh-
ilesh would be more 
involved in the politics 
of  the state by being an 
MLA and would work 

at the grassroots level. 
But after he became an 
MLA, his party had to 
face a big defeat in the 
first by-election itself. 
Samajwadi Party also 

lost the election in 
Azamgarh seat vacated 
by Akhilesh’s resigna-
tion.

The most surprising 
thing is that Akhilesh 

Yadav did not go for 
campaigning in both 
Azamgarh and Rampur 
seats. Just imagine, it 
was a life-and-death 
election for his party 
and yet he didn’t go for 
campaigning. On the 
other hand Chief  Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath 
had nothing to prove 
because under his com-
mand and on his face 
the party won the elec-
tion three months back. 
Despite this, Yogi cam-
paigned on both the 
seats. It seems that as 
Akhilesh Yadav is the 
national president of  

his party, he is behav-
ing like a national lead-
er. Just like Narendra 
Modi and Amit Shah 
did not campaign in the 
by-election, similarly 
he too did not cam-
paign in the by-elec-
tion. But he should 
keep in mind that Modi 
and Shah have the en-
tire country, whereas 
Akhilesh is relevant 
only in Uttar Pradesh. 
In the pursuit of  be-
coming a national lead-
er, Akhilesh should not 
risk becoming irrele-
vant in the politics of  
his own state.

What is the use of Akhilesh, the MLA?

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav

CRUCIAL READ

Jammu: More than 11,000 pilgrims have 
performed this year’s Amarnath Yatra so far, 
as another batch of 6,113 worshippers on 
Saturday moved from the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp in Jammu towards the valley. 
“Over 11,000 yatris had darshan inside the 
holy cave shrine so far, while 23,214 others 
have moved towards the valley since the pil-
grimage started on Thursday,” offi cials here 
said. Saturday’s batch moved in two escorted 
convoys towards Baltal and Pahalgam base 
camps.”

11,000 PILGRIMS PERFORM AMARNATH 
YATRA, ANOTHER BATCH LEAVES

Shahjahanpur: Two persons were arrested 
on Saturday for duping 2,335 people on 
the pretext of providing them employment 
under the ‘Jal Jeevan Mission’. An ambitious 
scheme of the Central govt, Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion aims to provide safe tap water to every 
household. Informing about their operations 
SP of Shahajahanpur S Anand told, “We 
received information that some people have 
set up an offi ce in the South City colony area 
and were duping people in name of giving 
them jobs.” The police raided the offi ce.

UP: 2 ARRESTED FOR DUPING OVER 
2OOO PEOPLE ON FAKE GOVT JOBS

Aizawl: The Mizoram govt launched online pro-
cessing of the RTI making it the 8th state in the 

country to offer online fa-
cilities for the applicants 
who are seeking various 
information under the 
Right to Information Act, 
offi cials said on Saturday. 
Launching the Mizoram 
RTI online scheme at a 
function held here, CM 

Zoramthanga highlighted the practicality of provid-
ing easy accessibility to RTI applications and being 
able to track the progress of the applications by 
the applicants from remote places and outside the 
state. He also said that this RTI online facility will 
be a useful platform to showcase the achievement 
and performances of the state govt. 

MIZORAM LAUNCHES ONLINE 
PROCESSING OF RIGHT TO INFORMATION

Maya’s indecision leaves her 
ploughing a lonely furrow
Lucknow (Agencies): 
If  indecision is the 
hallmark of  any politi-
cal party in the present 
times, it is the Bahujan 
Samaj Party. The party 
which has been on a 
downslide since the 
past one decade 
-- losing seats 
and votes 
with an 
alarming 
frequency 
remains completely 
undecided about its po-
litical posturing.

 BSP supremo 
Mayawati has been jug-
gling with her vote 
banks with statements 
that contradict her 
own words, and this 
has led to utter confu-
sion in the ranks.She 
issues statements in 

favour of  minorities 
and then goes on to field 
a candidate that will 
ease the victory of  BJP 
in Azamgarh. She 
strides on to the stage at 
a party meeting, hold-
ing a trident in hand, 
and then tweets about 
secularism in politics. 
The BSP President 
shooed away all major 

Dalit leaders from her 
party and believed that 
Brahmins would help 
her regain the glory of  
2007. When that did not 
happen, Satish Chan-
dra Mishra the No. 2 in 
the party  has been 
gradually pushed into 
oblivion. Mayawati is 
now left without any 
‘friends’ in UP.

Sant Prasad likely to 
step down as TV9 
editor, may join ABP
First India Bureau

New Delhi: Sant Prasad 
is likely to step down as 
the editor of  TV9 and 
might join ABP as its 
Managing Editor along 
with a team of  15-20 peo-
ple, sources in the media 
said. Sant has been piv-
otal in increasing the 
TRP of  TV9. Sant Kumar 
is on a week-long family 
vacation to Kerala.

News director Hemant 
Sharma and Sant togeth-
er contributed to the suc-
cess of  TV9. That’s why 
the management made 
Sharma the full time di-
rector. CEO Barun Das 
has also been promoted 
as Managing Director. 
Senior journalist Deep 

Upadhyay may replace 
Prasad. 

Ajay Kumar will be 
the Managing Editor of  
Bharat 24, which will be 
launched on August 15. 
Earlier, Ajay was the 
Managing Editor of  In-
dia TV. 

The Delhi media is 
abuzz with the news of  
the launch of  this 
channel. 

Sant Prasad Rai

Defence Minister 
Singh inaugrates 
warhead in TG
New Delhi (ANI): De-
fence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Saturday at-
tended the inaugural 
function of  new facili-
ties at Bharat Dynamics 
Limited in Telangana’s 
Bhanur. Addressing the 
event, Rajnath Singh 
said the new facilities 
are testament to the 
commitment towards 
strengthening of  the de-
fence sector.

The new facilities in-
clude a warhead facility 
at the Bhanur Unit and a 
Radio Frequency seeker 
facility at the Kanchan-
bagh unit. The RF seeker 
facility is an integrated 
centre for production 
and testing of  RF seek-
ers. The seeker is a criti-
cal and technology in-
tensive subsystem which 
will be used in all future. 

Punjab to 
compensate 
moong growers
Chandigarh (PTI): As 
Punjab farmers are dis-
mayed with the moong 
crop being procured be-
low the minimum sup-
port price (MSP) of  Rs 
7,275 per quintal, Chief  
Minister Bhagwant 
Mann on Saturday an-
nounced the govern-
ment to bear the gap up 
to Rs 1,000 per quintal 
for the crop sold below 
the price. The CMsaid 
the incentive is being 
given to all the moong 
cultivators, including 
those who have already 
sold the crop. 

AAM AADMI PARTY LOST IN THE 
BY-ELECTION TO THE SANGRUR 
SEAT WON BY BHAGWANT MANN

The gold price 
currently at 
`53,000

Today, when politics has become a 
24x7 affair, Mayawati refuses to 
meet anyone not even her own lead-
ers. She has become completely dis-
connected with ground realities 

and this is responsible for the 
party slipping into a 

non-entity. —Said a Former, 
BSP MLA
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Pandemic hits revenue 
of R’bore Tiger Reserve 
First India Bureau

Sawai Madhopur: The 
pandemic has impacted 
the revenue in Ranth-
ambhore Tiger Reserve. 
Prior to the pandemic, 
the government got a 
revenue of  Rs 38.50 
crore from Rantham-
bore, which has now 
reduced to 26.54 crore. 
In Ranthambhore, tour-
ism season 2021-22 (1 
October 21 to 30 June 22) 
witnessed 4.17 lakh 
tourists. It received a 
revenue of  Rs 26.54 
crore from tourists till 
May 2022.

However, the data of  
revenue in June has not 
been released by the for-
est department. Nearly 
1,13,732 lakh foreigners, 
3,48,830 lakh Indian 
tourists, 7,288 students 
visited Ranthambhore 
in 2016-17 and Ranth-
ambhore generated a 
revenue of  over Rs 23.56 

crore. In 2017-18, reve-
nue of  over Rs 34.29 
crore was received. In 
2018-19, a revenue of  

over 37.30 crore was 
generated. 

In 2019-20, a revenue 
of  over Rs 38.55 crore 

was generated.
In 2020-21, a total of  

1.93 lakh, including 591 
foreigners, 1.92 lakh In-
dian visited. The Forest 
Department received 
revenue of  over Rs 12.70 
crore from this.

The Corona Pandem-
ic has affected the tour-
ists flow to all the tiger 
reserve, including Ran-
thambhore Toger re-
serve in Rajasthan. 

Before Corona, revenue was `38.50-cr, now reduced to `26.54-cr

REVENUE DATA OF JUNE NOT RELEASED

RSS chief Bhagwat arrives 
ahead of org’s week-long meet
First India Bureau

Jaipur: Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh 
chief  Mohan Bhagwat 
arrived in Rajasthan on 
Saturday ahead of  
the week-long Akhil 
Bharatiya Prant 
Pracharak meeting.The 
visit of  Bhagwat has 
put the police and ad-
ministration on alert 
mode. Bhagwat reached 
Jaipur by train and was 
received by senior RSS 
leaders of  the state. He 
then left for Bharti 
Bhavan for a brief  stay, 
sources in the organisa-
tion said.

The RSS chief  
reached Churu in the 
evening and spent the 
night there. On Sunday, 

Bhagwat will meet 
Acharya Mahashraman 
of  Terapanth Sangh.

He will stay in Jhunj-
hunu during the RSS’ 
Akhil Bharatiya Prant 
Pracharak meeting 
from July 4 to 10, the 
sources said. Mean-
while, routes and de-
tails of  the meeting to 
be held in Jhunjhunu 
were shared with IG. 

Mohan Bhagwat

Minor girl raped 
by father, uncle 
for 6 years in Pali
First India Bureau

Pali: In a shocking case 
of  child sexual abuse, a 
minor girl was alleged-
ly raped for six years by 
her father and uncle in 
Pali’s Sanderao village, 
police said. Police said 
the accused father and 
his younger brother 
have been arrested after 
the victim narrated the 
incident to police. “The 
victim in her report 
stated that she was sex-
ually abused and raped 
for six years by his fa-
ther and his younger 
brother. Shockingly, the 
victims’ mother kept 
quite despite knowing 
that her daughter was 
repeatedly raped by her 
immediate family mem-
bers,” police said. 

4 die, 27 injured in 2 separate 
road accidents in Rajasthan

Lunaram Darji

Jalore: Two people 
were killed and twenty-
four others were in-
jured in Jalore on Sat-
urday when a roadways 
bus collided head-on 
with a mini truck. Po-
lice informed the mis-
hap occurred near Leta 
Marg in Jalore on Sat-
urday morning. “The 
deceased has been iden-
tified as Kavya (6) and 
bus driver Dharampal 
Meena. Kavya died on 
the spot, while Dharam-
pal succumbed to inju-
ries while on his way to 
hospital,” police added. 
“All the passengers 
were thrown out from 
their seats when the bus 
hit the mini truck. The 
24 injured were rushed 
to the government trau-
ma centre in Jalore.

The ill-fated bus which met with an accident in Jalore.

Budget Session: MLAs’ 
questions go unanswered
First India Bureau

Jaipur: About 3257 
questions asked by 
MLAs in Rajasthan 
Legislative Assembly 
are unanswered. 1507 
starred and 1750 uns-
tarred are lying unan-
swered. 

  The questions were 
put up for the Budget 
Session which was 
held from February 9 
to March 28. At the 
same time, 1262 ques-
tions of  the sixth ses-
sion are also unan-
swered

Minister could also 
not answer 166 ques-
tions of  the 5th ses-
sion. The members of  
the legislative assem-
bly ask questions on 
issues related to their 
constituencies but the 
minister and officers 

did not show serious-
ness about the ques-
tions.

The same is more or 
less the same with the 
speed of  answers to 
questions asked under 
various rules during 
the session in the 
House including call-
ing attention motion. 
How serious the gov-

ernment is in answer-
ing, can be gauged 
from the fact that out 
of  46 questions on the 
ever-increasing rape 
cases, only 2 were an-
swered.

The selection of  
questions is not based 
on the gravity of  the 
subject, but by lottery, 
said an official.

Bullied by locals, family exhumes 
woman’s body, shifts to another place
Mukesh Mathrani

Barmer: After getting 
a threat from local vil-
lagers, a family in Bar-
mer has exhumed the 
body of  an old woman 
from the grave and 
shifted it from the 
graveyard to another 
location. 
    Villagers have threat-
ened the victim family 
that if  they did not do 
so, they would ostracise 
the family. 
   After which the body, 
which was cremated 
three days ago, was 
shifted to the backyard 
of  the victim family. 
  Meanwhile, fearing 
threats from the locals, 
the victim has not 
lodged any complaint. 
  Lokbandhu Yadav, dis-
trict collector in Bar-
mer said that the case 
has come to his knowl-
edge from local media. 

District collector  said 
that he did not get any 
official complaint but 
ordered the officials 
concerned to take stock 
of  the incident.

According to the in-
formation, Ansi Devi 
(90), died on June 27. 
Following the rituals, 
she was buried in the 
village’s graveyard. 

But locals have op-
posed it and forced the 
family the members to 

shift the body some-
where else. 

Deceased grandson 
Jogendra told the me-
dia that locals threat-
ened them that if  they 
did not do so, they 
would ostracise the 
family.

He said that following 
threats from the locals, 
three days later on June 
29 they shifted the body 
from the graveyard to 
their backyard.

ATM guard held 
hostage, `16 lakh 
looted in Banswara 

Two brothers die 
as roof collapses 
in Bikaner

First India Bureau

Banswara: A ATM was 
uprooted and around Rs 
16 lakhs were looted by 
three miscreants in 
Banswara’s Kalinjara 
village on Friday night. 
Police said the ATM 
guard was held hostage 
and miscreants broke 
open the machine. The 
incident occurred 
around 2:20 am on Fri-
day on Cheench main 
road when three mis-
creants arrived in a Bo-
lero car and uprooted 
the ICICI Bank ATM. 
The ATM guard was 
grabbed and held hos-
tage by the miscreants. 
The miscreants broke 
open the ATM and took 
away the cash box filled 
with currency notes.

First India Bureau

Bikaner: Two brothers  
were killed and three 
others of  a family were 
injured in Bikaner’s 
Chhatargarh tehsil on 
Saturday when the roof  
of  their house col-
lapsed.
   Police informed the 
incident occurred 
around 5am on Satur-
day in Chhatargarh 
when five people of  a 
family were fast asleep 
in their house. 
   “The deceased has 
been identified as Rake-
sh (10) and his brother 
Anil (8). Due to heavy 
rains in Bikaner, the 
roof  of  their house col-
lapsed and five people 
were buried under the 
debris. 
  While two died on the 
spot, the three injured 
were rushed to hospi-
tal,” police said. 

TWO DIE, 3 INJURED AS CAR HITS 
ROAD DIVIDER IN ALWAR AREA
Alwar: Two people 
were killed and three 
others of a family 
were injured in Alwar’s 
Kishangarhbas area 
on Saturday when the 
car in which they were 
travelling crashed into 
a road divider. Police 
said the accident oc-
curred around 7:30am 
on Saturday near 
Ghasoli village while 
the family was heading 
towards Pandupol 
Hanuman Temple in 

Sariska. “The deceased 
has been identifi ed as 
Prem Lata (60) and 
his grandson Tushar 
(13). The speeding car 
rammed into a road 
divider and overturned 
near the Ghasoli vil-
lage. Nitesh (8), Tannu 
(16) and driver Naresh 
Yadav were injured in 
the mishap. They were 
immediately rushed to 
a nearby community 
health centre for fi rst 
aid,” police said. The ICICI ATM where incident 

happened in Banswara.

RSS has taken one 
more step to-

wards modernization 
of Saraswati Shishu 
Mandirs. Sangh is 
upgrading Shishu 
Mandirs, including 
modern training 
will be imparted 
to teachers and 
students. Sangh 
will also start the 
exercise of moderni-
zation of education in 
Vidyabharti Shishu. 
Info communication 
and tech camp will 
be organised at the 
state level. 

MODERNISATION 
OF RSS’ SHISHU 
MANDIRS STARTS

Family shifts body to some other place. (Inset) deceased Ansi Devi.

BSF DG PANKAJ KUMAR INAUGURATES 
HANGER AT BSF AIR BASE IN JODH
Bikaner: BSF DG Pankaj Kumar Singh was on a 
visit to Rajasthan on Saturday. He took a meet-

ing of sector offi cers on 
a visit to the western 
border and inaugurated 
the newly built hanger at 
BSF Air Base Jodhpur. 
DIG Pushpendra Singh 
Rathore also accompa-

nied. The event was attended by ADG (WC), IG 
Rajasthan, IG STC and other offi cer of Frontier 
HQs Rajasthan.

Jaisalmer: When farmer Ugamchand Soni saw a 
balloon with an antenna falling from the sky in a 

fi eld in the Nachna area 
of Jaisalmer on Saturday, he 
got suspicious. The news 
spread like a wild fi re and 
farmers smelled a rat. They 
thought it to be some con-
spiracy from Pak. Soon the 

farmers informed the police station. When the police 
reached the spot and inspected the balloon, it came 
out that it belonged to the met dept. The seemingly 
worried farmers heaved a sigh of relief after knowing 
that the balloon had no links with Pakistan.

MET DEPT AIR BALLOON CREATES PANIC 
AMONG VILLAGERS IN JAISALMER

NEWS DIGEST

34 range officers and 63 
foresters shifted in Raj
Jaipur: Thirty-four 
range officers were 
transferred in the for-
est department on Sat-
urday. 63 foresters and 
asst foresters also 
transferred, 44 forest 
guards and 29 ministe-
rial employees also 
transferred. PCCF Dr 

DN Pandey issued the 
orders. Sushil Yadav 
has gone to Range 
Pawta, SS Yadav to 
Range Ajmer, KL Garg 
to Range Bandikui, BR 
Meena to Range Kun-
dera, RP Sharma to Ak-
barpur and  JK Jat to 
Bandh Baretha.    —FIB

Two die as bus 
collides with 
truck in Jalore



HOW DID EKNATH 
MANAGE 
EVERYONE?

The script to topple 
the Mahavikas 

Aghadi government of  
Maharashtra was writ-
ten in February 2021 
itself  and the script to 
make the hero the an-
tagonist, was preparing 
to glorify a different 
‘villain.’ Hence, the dis-
covery of  explosives 
from the Scorpio 
parked near Mukesh 
Ambani’s house, the 
campaign to prove the 
suicide of  Sushant Sin-
gh Rajput as a murder 
and the arrest of  Shah-
rukh Khan’s son Aryan 
Khan in the drugs case, 
all these wires were 
somehow connected 
with the Maha Aghadi 
government. But 
the destination re-
mained far away 
for Devendra Fad-
navis, who threw 
all the means and 
resources into this 
fight. The hallmark 
of  how Fadnavis was 
entangled in 
these politi-
cal maz-
es can 
be ob-

served from the devel-
opments of  the day. At 
4.30 pm, Fadnavis con-
venes a press confer-
ence and addresses say-
ing that ‘BJP will pro-
vide outside support to 
the Shinde govern-
ment,’ and also spoke 
on Maratha reserva-
tion and OBC leader-
ship. By 5 o’clock it was 
decided that Shinde 
was to be sworn in, and 
till 7 o’clock in the even-
ing there were only two 
chairs on the stage, i.e. 
one for Shinde, the oth-
er for Governor Koshy-
ari. Thereafter, BJP 
President JP Nadda 
tweets at 6.37 pm say-
ing, ‘Displaying his big 
heart, Shri Devendra 
Fadnavis has taken the 

decision to 
join the 
c a b i -
n e t , 
which 

shows his attachment 
to the people of  Maha-
rashtra.’ Before Fad-
navis could even think 
about it, at 6.58 pm 
Amit Shah’s tweets 
“Fadnavis has agreed 
to join the government 
at the behest of  the BJP 
President, which is a 
sign of  his true loyalty 
and service towards 
Maharashtra.” There-
after, Fadnavis tweets 
at 7.33 pm and says that 
‘party’s order is para-
mount for him.’ But 
just three minutes be-
fore his tweet, that is, at 
7.30 pm, a third chair is 
installed for him on the 
stage. Seven minutes 
after Fadnavis’s tweet, 
ie at 7.40 pm, the swear-
ing-in ceremony be-
gins. That is, the BJP 
leadership ‘cut’ Fad-
navis ‘to size’, that is, 
he agreed to work un-
der the leadership of  a 
rebel MLA.

FADNAVIS MAY 
HEAD TO THE 

CENTRE

I f  sources 
are to be 

believed, the tenure of  
Maharashtra’s Deputy 
CM Devendra Fad-
navis is going to be of  
only a few months as 
this appointment is a 
‘short term’ arrange-
ment since  the BJP’s 
central leadership is 
eager to make him a 
minister at the Centre. 
Anyway, BJP has hit 
many targets with one 
arrow from Shinde 
episode, Shiv Sena is 
set to be completely 
dealt with in BMC 
elections this time, 
where it has been in 
power for last 25 years 
and gets its fuel from 
there. The BJP has 
also put a dent in ‘Pa-
war politics’ by getting 
Shinde on the CM’s 

throne. Shinde be-
longs to the same Mar-
atha community 
which accounts for 
about 30 per cent of  
the total population in 
the state. And till now 
Sharad Pawar and his 
NCP have been the 
sole repository of  this 
vote bank in Maratha 
politics. So, this ‘mas-
ter stroke’ of  BJP can 
have far-reaching con-
sequences in Maha-
rashtra politics.

WHAT WILL 
HAPPEN TO SHIV 
SENA?

H as the BJP 
brought Uddhav 

Thackeray to the posi-
tion of  Chirag 
Paswan? What 

happened with LJP, 
does BJP want to re-
peat the same history 
with Shiv Sena? When 
uncle Paras has 
snatched the LJP his 
from his nephew Chi-
rag, the nephew 
couldn’t retort and 
rather watched the 
game play out. The 
three districts of  Ma-
harashtra, Mumbai, 
Thane and Konkan 
have been the tradi-
tional strongholds of  
Shiv Sena. Narayan 
Rane, a former Shiv 
Sainik from Konkan, 
who had already joined 
the BJP, is today a min-
ister at the Centre. 
Eknath Shinde of  

Thane revolted and is 
occupying the post of  
CM of  the state today. 
As for Mumbai, the 
tussle between Thack-
eray and Shinde fac-
tion depends on whom 
the Election Commis-
sion allots the party’s 
symbol the ‘bow & ar-
row.’ The Shinde fac-
tion believes that ‘if  
only Shiv Sena’s elec-
tion symbol comes to 
their share, they will 
defeat Thackeray’s 
Shiv Sena.’ There are 
elections to be held. 
Even the Election Com-
mission cannot take a 
decision on this issue 
so soon. Anyway, when 
Indira Gandhi’s tradi-
tional election symbol 
‘cow-calf ’ had slipped 
from her hands, she 
made Congress ‘Indi-
ra’ and won it on the 
election symbol of  a 
‘hand’. The BMC elec-
tions are very impor-
tant from the Shiv Se-
na’s perspective, 
where it has been rul-
ing for the last two and 
a half  decades. The 
budget of  BMC alone 
is Rs 45,949 crore 
which serves as ferti-
lizer and water for the 
survival of  Shiv 
Sainiks, Shiv Sena and 
Thackeray family. So, if  
BMC goes from the 

hands of  Shiv 
Sena, then 

its life 

will also be lost and this 
is what BJP wants.

...AND FINALLY

The role of  Devendra 
Fadnavis in getting 

Eknath Shinde to the 
throne of  Maharashtra 
is as much important as 

that of  the central in-
vestigative agencies. 
Shiv Sena has more 
than 20 MLAs on radar 
of  CBI and Income Tax 
Department, some of  
whom are very close to 
Uddhav. Out of  these, 
Pratap Sarnik, who is 
now involved in the op-
position faction, has a 
case of  money launder-
ing of  Rs 175 crore 
against him. Sources 
reveal that Sarnik had 
met Uddhav before join-
ing the opposition camp 
and told him that ‘they 
should end their differ-
ences with the BJP at 
the earliest, otherwise, 
the investigating agen-
cies will make their 
lives ‘difficult’.

FIRST INDIA SUNDAY SPECIALBY TRIDIB 
RAMAN

The author is a journalist 
and political commentator 
and views expressed are 
his personal

EKNATH SHINDE

SHARAD PAWAR

Till humanity has the power 
of imagination, the 
possibilities are infinite.

—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra, 
CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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The CM said that water 
is a state subject as per 
the Constitution and it 
is immoral that Centre 
is putting obstacles. Ge-
hlot said “Madhya 
Pradesh’s objection on 
ERCP is baseless. MP 
made its project accord-
ing to the decision of  
inter-state meeting of  
the year 2005 and when 
the turn of  Rajasthan 
came, the work of  road-
blocking was done. The 
CM said that Jal Shakti 
Minister Gajendra Sin-
gh Shekhawat is creat-
ing obstacles in ERCP. 
Govt wouldn’t allow 
farmers  to suffer & 
thus, govt won’t remove 
provision of  irrigation 
in this project. Gehlot 

said that due to unnec-
essary delays by Centre, 
ERCP will become like 
Refinery in Rajasthan. 
There is a possibility of  
an unexpected increase 
in ERCP cost, due to 
which, the common 
man and the farmer will 
be deprived of  govt ben-
efits & there will be un-
necessary burden on 
the state exchequer.

The Chief  Minister 
said that according to the 
data of  36 years obtained 
from the River Gauge 
Station of  Central Water 
Commission at Dholpur, 
on an average 19,000 mil-
lion cubic meters and on 
75 % dependence, 11 
thousand 200 million cu-
bic meters of  water gets 
wasted every year 
through Yamuna river. 

CM GEHLOT TERMS SHEKHAWAT 
‘NIKAMMA,’ ABSENT-MINDED

Congress leaders attend ERCP workshop at CMR on Saturday.  

Gehlot reiterates...

Aditi Nagar

Hyderabad:  With an 
eye on the 2024 Lok Sab-
ha polls, the BJP on Sat-
urday announced a host 
of  new activities, in-
cluding ‘Har Ghar Ti-
ranga’ programme to 
unify people and a reach 
out to beneficiaries of  
government schemes.

The decision to step 
up its outreach activi-
ties and strengthen the 
organisation at the 
booth level was taken at 
the BJP’s office-bearers 
meeting here before the 

start of  its National Ex-
ecutive Meeting.

BJP’s Vice- President 
and former CM Vasund-
hara Raje said while ad-
dressing a press briefing 
in Hyderabad said the 
new organisational ac-
tivities including ‘Har 
Ghar tiranga’ (Tri-colour 
at every home) exercise 
to reach 20 crore people 
will unify the country. 
Describing booth work-
ers as the foundation of  
BJP, Raje said the party 
has decided to have 200 
active workers at every 
polling booth, have 

Whatsapp groups of  
booth-level workers and 
make ‘Panna Pramukhs’ 
more organised.

The party’s organisa-

tional and outreach ac-
tivities will be reviewed 
at the booth level on a 
weekly basis, she added. 

Vasundhara Raje fur-

ther added  that the 
party will reach out to 
30 crore beneficiaries 
of  various government 
schemes under drive. 

‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ drive will unify nation: Raje
EYEING 2024 POLLS

Vasundhara Raje, Yogi Adityanath, GC Kataria, Dr Satish Poonia, 
Om Prakash Mathur & Rajendra Rathore during the BJP’s 
National Executive Meeting in Hyderabad on Saturday.

RAJE TO VISIT 
JODHPUR ON JULY 4

Vasundhara Raje will 
be visiting Jodhpur 

on July 4. A meeting 
regarding the prepara-
tions ahead of her visit 
was held at the Circuit 
House in Jodhpur. Sev-
eral offi cials including 
Ramnarayan Dudi, Jagat 
Narayan Joshi and Bhopal 
Singh Badla were present.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot on Satur-
day, called Union minis-
ter Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat “useless”, 
using the Hindi word 
“nikamma,” a term he 
had used for his former 
deputy Sachin Pilot two 
years ago. Gehlot had 
used the word for Pilot 
in 2020 during a politi-
cal crisis in the state 
triggered by the his for-
mer deputy’s rebellion 
against him.

Chairing an orienta-
tion workshop on the 
Eastern Rajasthan Ca-
nal Project (ERCP) on 
Saturday, Chief  Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot de-
scribed Union Jal Shak-
ti Minister Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat as 
useless and absent-
minded. In the meeting 

which was attended by 
13 district MLAs and 
Congress leaders, Ge-
hlot said, “Gajendra 
Singh himself  was in 
the meeting of  the 
Prime Minister, yet he 
is speaking like this. 

This means that he re-
mains absent minded 
during meetings. Is it a 
good thing to have an 
absent mind in the 
meeting of  the Prime 
Minister? This means 
that we will someday 

ask the Prime Minister 
why he keeps such a 
useless minister who 
remains an absent mind 
in PM’s meeting itself. 
The Prime Minister 
said something and he 
did not even hear it, Ga-

jendra Singh himself  is 
saying that he has not 
heard at all.”

The Chief  Minister 
further said, “You must 
have seen that the con-
ference of  five states 
was going on. In the 
meeting, PHED Minis-
ter Mahesh Joshi said 
that the Prime Minister 
had promised to declare 
ERCP as a national pro-
ject in his public rallies 
of  Ajmer and Jaipur, 
you should now fulfill 
those promises. Minis-
ter Shekhawat gave a 
sitting lecture that he 
would retire from poli-
tics if  the Prime Minis-
ter has made such a 
promise, and said that 
otherwise the Chief  
Minister will have to 
take retirement from 
politics. Now go on san-
yaas, where has he 
gone?”

ERCP ROW
CM QUESTIONED WHY DOES PM HAS 
SUCH ABSENT MINDED MINISTER ?

CM ASHOK GEHLOT GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT

Union Min GS 
Shekhawat hit 

back at CM Gehlot 
on latter terming him 
‘nikamma’ & absent-
minded. “Gehlot ji’ 
only has bad words 
for me. Every time it 
seems he won’t say 
worse than this, he 
actually says worse 
than before. This 
is what is called 
vomiting poison. 
Perhaps he is unable 
to digest blessings 
of Jodhpur’s masses  
in  LS polls. The 
word “nikamma” is 
probably dear to him. 
Before me, he has 
even termed a young 
leader of his own par-
ty as the same. Every 
speech ends with a 
summary and the CM 
dedicated it to me. I 
would only say this, 
may you be honoured 
for your language and 
feelings,” he said.

‘NIKAMMA’, 
A WORD 
DEAR TO CM: 
SHEKHAWAT

Gaur to enforce Gehlot’s 
mandate in Jodhpur!
Rajeev Gaur

Jodhpur: A fiery and 
no-nonsense IPS officer, 
Ravi Dutt Gaur, has 
been given the reins of  
the Jodhpur Commis-
sionerate which, 
according to 
k n ow l e d g e abl e 
sources in the po-
lice department, is 
an example of  
trust and faith of  Chief  
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
in Gaur’s capabilities. 
As the 9th Commission-
er of  Jodhpur police, 
Gaur will have the onus 
of  bringing the law and 

order in the city back 
on track.

Notably, prior to this 
appointment, Gaur has 
held challenging and 
important positions as 
DCP South in Jaipur 

Commissionerate 
for two years, DIG 
and IG at Kota for 
three years. The 
official was suc-
cessful during this 

tenures and till date, 
locals from the regions 
remember Gaur’s ten-
ure. Therefore, it is be-
lieved that Gaur will 
enforce Gehlot’s man-
date in Jodhpur.

UDDHAV THACKERAY

AJAY KUMAR 
JOINS 

'BHARAT 24'!

Renowned senior 
journalist Ajay Ku-

mar will be the Manag-
ing Editor of “Bharat 
24.” Earlier, Ajay was 
the Managing Editor of 
India TV. Notably, with 
“Bharat 24” launching 
on August 15, there is 
tremendous curiosity 
about the channel in 
media market of Delhi.
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tarting from the audition round 
where the contestants were se-
lected by the judges on the scale 
of  confidence, attitude, commu-
nication and talent to the grand 
finale of  Mrs Asia, organised by 
Fusion Group held at Pushkara 

Resort on Thursday. This year the jour-
ney of  Mrs Asia has seen a plethora of  
talented contestants fighting to earn the 
crown. After a rigorous and neck-
to-neck competitive audition, the 
grand finale of  Mrs Asia was con-
ducted.

Himadri Bhatnagar bagged the 
crown of  Mrs Asia Uni-
verse 2022, whereas Sap-
na Singh grabbed the ti-
tle of  Mrs Asia World and 
Madhu Yadav became Mrs 
Asia Earth. Mrunalini 
Chitte became Mrs Asia 
International, Isha 
Sharma and Mano-
rama Choudhary be-
came Mrs Asia Globe 
and Mrs Asia Galaxy re-
spectively. 

Jagdeesh Chandra 
also congratulated 
Himadri Bhatna-
gar, as the latter 
reached his resi-
dence along with Yo-
gesh Mishra to seek bless-
ings. In the classic category, 
Rekha Nahar won the title 
of  Mrs Asia Universe Clas-
sic, Meenu Dahiya became 
Mrs Asia World Classic 
whereas Sujata Ransing 
and Bhawna Bergujar 
conferred titles like Mrs 
Asia Earth Classic and Mrs 
Asia International Classic 
Award respectively. Suresh 
Mishra - Senior Congress 
leader, graced the occa-
sion as a Chief  Guest while 
Amit Sareen Director RST 
Events, Rajesh Bhargava Aradha-
na Weddings & Events and Nir-
mala Sewani, the minister were 
present as the guests of  honour. 

Bollywood choreographer 
Pappu Maalu, Miss Grand India 
2020 Simran Sharma, Nirmala 
Sewani, Event Guru Arshad 
Hussain were present as the 
jury members. Mrs Asia organ-
isers Yogesh Mishra and Nimi-
sha Mishra informed that Mrs 
East Central Asia Universe 2022 
title queen Himadri Bhatnagar will 
represent Asia in Mrs Universe beau-
ty pageant. During the show, the 
bridal collection was launched by 
Bollywood designer Sanjay Shar-
ma. The event was choreographed 
by Shahrukh Khan and hosted by 
RJ Rakesh Sharma.

S
Jagdeesh Chandra congratulated 

Himadri Bhatnagar.
 Also seen is Yogesh Mishra 

(L-R) Manorama Choudhary, Bhavna Bergurjar, Mrunalini Chitte, Sujata Ransing, 
Madhu Yadav, Rekha Nahar, Himadri Bhatnagar, Sapna Singh, Meenu Dahiya and Esha Sharma 

Yogesh Mishra and Nimisha 
Mishra crowning Himadri Bhatnagar

(L-R) Himadri Bhatnagar,
Manorama Choudhary,

Sapna Singh, Mrunalini Chitte
and Rekha Nahar

Nirmala Sewani

Pappu Maalo

Yogesh Mishra, 
Simran Sharma

& Suresh Mishra



KAMAKSHI, 
Model

FA
C

E
 O

F
 T

H
E

 D
A

Y
!

Aries
MARCH 21 - APRIL 20

A new health routine 
may start giving health 
benefi ts right away. You 
gel well with a new 
acquaintance. 

Opportunities in your career will come 
only if you make efforts. Self-discipline 
may help you achieve physical fi tness. 
Financial scene will stabilise once you 
review investment options.

Gemini  
MAY 21 - JUNE 21

A new plot, house or 
apartment can be 
acquired by some.Be 
more assertive in 
dealing with workplace 

issues, otherwise you can be taken for 
granted by others.  Joining an online 
exercise routine is indicated and will 
prove benefi cial. Those trying to boost 
income may fi gure out newer ways. 

Leo
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23

Positive steps may be 
required to be taken to 
restore perfect health. It 
will be in your interest 
to speed up a fi nancial 

transaction. You will come out with 
fl ying colours in a competitive situation 
on the academic front. Appreciation for 
the work done on the professional 
front is in the pipeline for some. 

Libra
SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 22

Your initiative will help 
mend fences with 
someone you were not 
in talking terms. All 
the academic pursuits 

will be fruitful. Taking up a regular 
fi tness routine will help you get into 
shape. Increase in the household 
expenditure is possible, hence take 
all steps to cut it down. 

Sagittarius
NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22

Do not misunderstand 
the motives of someone 
trying to help you.  A 
friendly bet with a friend 
or a colleague may turn 

into a fi ght, so be careful. Will power, 
will be your key to remain in shape. An 
exciting time lies ahead as travelling 
with friends is foreseen. You will grow 
professionally and attract new clientele.

Aquarius
JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19

Your performance may 
leave you feeling good 
today on professional 
or academic front. A 
diet plan adopted 

recently will suit your system well.  
Maintain confi dentiality regarding a 
property deal being negotiated by 
you. A chance for an outing with 
lover fi nally arrives.

Taurus  
APRIL 21 - MAY 20

Some of you may feel 
the home environment 
serene and restful. There 
is a fair chance of some 
property getting allotted 

to you. Good opportunities are likely to 
appear on the academic front. Good 
health is assured through own efforts. A 
healthy bank balance will allow you to 
buy a major item.

Cancer
JUNE 22 - JULY 23

You may fi nd it diffi cult 
to convince a family 
member regarding 
something you want to 
achieve.   Clarity of 

mind and retentive power will help you 
forge ahead on the academic front.  
Some of you can safely say goodbye to 
depression, as positivity enters your 
life once again.

Virgo 
AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23

Things are likely to 
move favourably on the 
professional front.  
Health may become a 
concern. You will need 

to muster all your persuasive powers to 
swing a deal in your favour. Good 
negotiating skills are likely to bring a 
lucrative deal within your grasp on the 
professional front. 

Scorpio
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 22

Someone close may 
pay you a visit and 
brighten your You will 
get the opportunity to 
acquire new property at 

a good price. Health may become a 
concern. Think twice before investing 
in anything big. A healthy debate with 
someone will open your mind to the 
possibilities in your particular fi eld.

Capricorn
DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20

Getting quality time at 
home will help in 
focussing on activities 
that appeal to you. Your 
efforts at work will be 

richly rewarded by getting noticed by 
those who matter. A balanced diet will 
be the fi rst step in achieving good 
health. Help people out as monetarily 
you face no problems.

Pisces  
FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20

Praise of a family 
member by someone 
will make you proud. 
Bad health due to 
changing weather 

cannot be ruled out for some. You 
should monitor your fi nances. You will 
win the day on the professional front 
by your original ideas. Keep options 
open on the investment front.

YOUR DAY Horoscope by 
Saurabbh Sachdeva
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ipassana is a 
Buddhist term 
which means 
“ I N S I G H T ” . 
Gaining this 
penetration into 
your inner self  

requires cutting off  all 
external stimuli. Hence, I 
chose Sikkim for my 3rd 
Vipassana. There were no 
familiar sounds, sights, 
or other sensory distrac-
tions to arouse my memo-
ry cells. 

In the pristine moun-
tains, this experience had 
a more impactful reso-
nance. Without going into 
the excruciating physical 
discipline of  this ancient 
practice, I want to dwell 
on its impact on one’s 
mind and senses. Vipas-
sana teaches us to gain 
insight by observing our 
thoughts and emotions as 
unattached bystanders.

 Toxicity in daily life is 
caused by unpalatable but 
necessary interactions 
with unfair and menda-
cious sources by overex-
posure to the ubiquitous 
TVs, Mobile phones, etc. 
By the intensity of  the 
decibels that have gone 
beyond the pale of  con-
sciousness but are con-
tinuously echoing in our 
sensory channels. 

How best to expunge 
this toxic trash and reset 
our lives on an even keel 
is the question that Vipas-
sana has answers for. 
Vipassana brings tran-
quillity into life by attend-
ing exclusively to sensa-
tions and letting us expe-
rience the true nature 
of  existence. 

A change starts to 
come about within 
oneself  physically, 
emotionally and in-
tellectually. It is 
akin to letting your 
being flow in the 
river of  life without 
offering resistance. 
You just observe the 
thoughts and emo-
tions gurgling in the 
stream. The pain, the 
toxicity and the emo-
tional baggage just 
dissolve. 

My personal expe-
riences, perhaps 
exclusive to me, 
are getting more 
intense with each 
r o u n d 

of  Vipassana. But since 
humans are the aggrega-
tion of  similar inner tur-
bulences, albeit, in vary-
ing ratios, there is a com-
mon denominator that 
Vipassana addresses. 

To continuously con-
centrate on the body and 
its sensations does pro-
vide insight into one’s 
true self. It lifts the fog on 
your life’s seeking. Dis-
connected from the out-
side world for 10 days, in 
total silence, avoiding 
even eye contact with fel-
low participants, gives 
you enough time to reflect 
on the futility of  some of  
your actions. 

Vipassana, for me, defi-
nitely underscores the 
fact that the great think-

ers did construct a soci-
ety in a faulty way. 

The pursuits we indulge in 
are mostly self-serving 
and non-creative. Creating 
a world that is in harmony 
should be the cornerstone 
of  human existence. 

 Lastly, a fact unknown 
to most is the incompara-
ble and extraordinary con-
tribution made by Late SN 
Goenka. He brought back 
to India this 2,500 old tech-
nique, introduced by Bud-
dha. Late SN Goenka, 
originally from Churu in 
Rajasthan, is solely re-
sponsible for spreading 
Vipassana all over the 
world. Now millions 
around the world reap the 
benefits of  this unique dis-
cipline by finding a deeper 
meaning in their precious 
lives. The world order 
would evolve into a mag-
nificent utopia if  all coun-
tries were to adopt this 
unique path to peace and 
wisdom. Vipassana is an 
INSIGHT that only the for-
tunate can experience. It 
originated in our land, and 
sadly, millions among us 
suffer avoidable mental 
agonies.

RAINU SINGH
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

V

Rainu Singh
Late SN Goenka

Vipassana underscores the fact that the great 
thinkers did construct a society in a faulty 
way. The pursuits we indulge in are mostly 
self-serving and non-creative. Creating a 

world that is in harmony should be the 
cornerstone of human existence



B
igg Boss 14 fame Nikki Tam-
boli has tested COVID-19 posi-
tive. The actress has been in 
limelight since her stint in the 

reality show. The actress enjoys a mas-
sive following on social media. She took 
to social media to share the news of  be-
ing infected by COVID-19 and also 
talked about her symptoms. In the post 
shared by Nikki Tamboli, she wrote, 
“Hello everyone, I have tested 
positive for covid-19 with 
heavy symptoms. I have 
quarantined myself  
where I am taking nec-
essary precautions. 
Humble request to 
the ones who have 
come in my contact 
to get themselves 
tested at the earli-
est! And urge people 
to wear a mask and 
continue to follow the 
Covid protocol.”

V
ijay DeveraKonda’s 
bold look in the new 
poster of  Liger has be-
come the talk of  the 

town. Rashmika Mandanna ac-
tress is awestruck by Devera-
Konda’s all-new bold look and 
has heaped praises that show 
their beautiful bond. Rashmi-
ka Mandanna reshared the 
new poster of  Vijay from 
Liger on her Instagram 
handle and called him an 
inspiration. The stunner 
wrote, “When asked 
who was my inspira-
tion..could never 
pick a name...And 
today I will @
thedeverakonda. 
#Liger you have 
our love and 
support...show 
the country.. 
no no the 
world what 
you can do.. 
All the best.” 

s ignorance really a 
thing of  bliss? Maybe 
this may not hold true 
with everything but 
truth be told as far as 
fashion is concerned, 
this time around it is 

definitely right. You 
can’t blame us for we’re 
still keeping tabs on cu-
tesy co-ord sets which 
were most-opted-for 
during hot days, just 
look at Tara Sutaria’s 
latest attention-grab-
bing look. The 26-year-
old was seen at the trail-
er launch of  Ek Villian 
Returns on Saturday 
with her co-actors. All-
clad in monochrome out-
fits that brought the cool 
and heat we so missed. Her 
tribal-printed set features a 

strapless corset top with an 
asymmetric curved hem 

which keeps the sides bare 
for a glimpse of  one’s 

skin and tie-up de-
tail at the 

back.

MONOCHROME 
MAGIC

I

SPECIAL
DELIVERY TO 
BOLLYWOOD

V
ijay Dever-
a k o n d a 
and Anan-
ya Pan-

day’s Liger have 
been one of  the 
most anticipated 
movies of  the year. 
This Puri Jagan-
nadh’s pan India 
project will mark 
Vijay’s first col-
laboration with 
the actress and 
will feature the 
handsome hunk in 
the role of  a boxer. 

Several celebs 
have taken to so-
cial media to laud 
Vijay’s new post-
er wherein he 
was seen 
f launting 
his swag 
and root-
ed for the 
success 
of  Liger. 
Jo i n i n g 
t h e m , 
Janhvi Ka-

poor also shared 
Vijay’s poster on 
her Instagram sto-
ry wherein he was 
seen flaunting his 
chiselled phy-
sique. In the cap-
tion, the Gunjan 
Saxena: The Kar-
gil Girl actress 
was swooning over 
Vijay’s swag. She 
wrote, “We’ve got a 
very special deliv-
ery to Bollywood 
and it’s looking a 
lot like @TheDe-
verakonda #Liger 
coming soon” 
along with a heart 

and rose 
e m o t i -

con.

ATTRACTING 
THE WATER

TAMBOLI TESTS 
POSITIVE

M
alaika Aro-
ra is one of  
the hottest 
and most 

stunning actresses 
in Bollywood. The 
48-year-old actress 
also enjoys a massive 
fan following on so-
cial media and being 
an avid user of  Insta-
gram, the actress 
keeps sharing her 
life updates and trav-
el diaries in the form 
of  videos and photos. 
Scrolling through 
Malaika’s social me-
dia handle, one can 
easily come to know 
that the actor loves 
showering love on 
her closest people 
and another person 

who often pops up on 
her social media feed 
is her adorable little 
dog, Casper.

The Chaiyya Chai-
yya star is often spot-
ted going for walks 
with her furry pooch 
Casper. She has often 
managed to leave the 
internet in awe with 
photos of  her dog. 
Speaking of  which, 
earlier today, yet 
again Malaika 
shared an adorable 
picture with her dog. 
In it, the duo is seen 
standing inside the 
lift and posing for 
the camera. She cap-
tioned it: When did 
my baby Casper get 
this big ?

MALAIKA’S ADORABLE CASPERMALAIKA’S ADORABLE CASPER

RASHMIKA’S 
INSPIRATION

Janhvi Kapoor

Nikki Tamboli Malaika Arora
Her post...

Shehnaaz GillRashmika Mandanna

Tara Sutaria

Her post...

S
hehnaaz Gill is one of  the 
leading actresses in the 
entertainment industry. 
She has massive social 

media followers 
and keeps trending 
on Twitter every al-
ternate day. The ac-
tress is fond of  
beaches and when-
ever she gets time, 
she spends time 
there. In the recent 
post shared by the 
actress, she is seen enjoying the 
water splashes on her at the 
beach.  She added, “I think the 
water is getting attracted be-
cause of  me”. Shehnaaz looked 
beautiful in the green cartoon 
print sweatshirt and white 
pants. She captioned, “Moon at-
tracts water, but now see…
Shehnaaz attracts water!!”.

Her post...
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BIRTHDAY!

Padmanabh Singh, 
established polo player  
of the erstwhile royal 
family of Jaipur celebrated 
his 24th birthday on 
Friday, July 2.  Wishes 
poured in from friends 
and family throughout the 
day. He is the son of MP 
Rajsamand Diya Kumari 
and Narendra Singh.

12
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

Space Salt, essen-
tially a two-mem-
ber Experimental 

Pop Rock Band, formed 
out of  California, USA, 
in 2019, with Shravan 
Sajjan as the lead vocal-
ist and guitarist, and 
Atul Arora, percussion-
ist and drummer, re-
leased their first song 
last week.

The soul-drenching 
tunes, along with relat-
able metaphors and 
easy-to-sing choruses 
make exactly the kind 
of  music that anybody 
from Gen O(ld) to Gen Z 
could revel in. Tickling 
the inquisitive minds 
of  their audience, the 
band envisions a world 
where people start ask-
ing the right questions. 
The lyrics of  the band’s 
first Extended Play 
(EP) - KHOJ are a blend 
of  Hindi and Urdu 
questioning the assort-
ed emotions of  life like 
love, passion, greed, be-
trayal and existence. 
The official music vid-
eo is set to be released 
later this month.

The melody of  their 
debut single ‘Ae Dil 

does not just tug 
on the heart-
strings, the mo-
tion video will keep 
you hooked to the 
screen. The artistically 
orchestrated deep mo-
tion illustrations per-
fectly mapped to the 
tunes have left the neti-
zens amazed. “This is 
AMAA-ZING!! Loved it! 

Please make 
more!!!”, one com-
mented.
The band hopes to 

stimulate the inquisi-
tive minds of  their au-
diences. Individually 
they aim at improving 
their art and being able 
to convey the right mes-
sage through various 
new-age genres and 
feels. 

Talking about the 
visuals, Shravan says, 
“The monographs are 
about reimagining 
what belongs to you – 
your emotions, your 
image, your music, 
your art. “And the song 
intends to take you to 
your happy place”, 
adds Atul.

SPACE SALT’S FIRST SINGLE 
BELONGS TO EVERYONE

SPACE SALT GOES ALL HIGH ON EMOTIONS IN THEIR NEW EP 
AND NETIZENS CAN’T STOP GROOVING TO THE TUNES

Scan the QR code to 
listen to the song

Shravan and Atul

CITY FIRST

hilanthropists   
 & Technology 
Pioneers, Vi-
mal Daga and 
Preeti Daga 
hosted a two 
Day ‘Achieving 

Milestones with Hu-
manity’ Talk on Satur-
day to keep humanity 
in the hearts of  people. 

Jagdeesh Chandra 
graced the occasion as 
the chief  guest and en-
lightened the audience 
with words of  wisdom. 

During the event, Vi-
mal Daga, a World Re-
cord holder and the 
Founder of  IIEC & JAZ-
BAA, Youth Festival in-
formed, “This event 
was all about our hon-
est initiative to change 
the perspective of  edu-
cation and employment 
while paying a key em-
phasis on the impor-
tance of  practising hu-
manity in our day-to-
day life.” While further 
shedding light on the 
event outline, Preeti 
elaborated, “This 
workshop was in-
tended to alter the 
cutthroat work cul-
ture and education 
system for ensuring a 
holistic growth of  soci-
ety. Various young 
achievers and profes-

sional experts from 
different walks of  

life were also felici-
tated for their accom-
plishments and tri-
umphs.”

The event also provid-

ed an opportunity to the 
young technology enthu-
siasts to showcase their 
talent in application de-
velopment on some 
pressing social issues 
like women’s safety, or-

ganic agriculture, crime 
management, COVID 
control, and so on. 

“We are grateful that 
we were able to sow the 
seeds of  humanity in 
all the participants at 

this event and contrib-
ute towards making 
this world a better place 
to live in,” Vimal con-
cluded with a satisfied 
smile on his face. 
 cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

Accomplishing Milestones 
WITH HUMANITY!
P

—PHOTOS BY MUKESH KIRADOO

SKY IS THE LIMIT!

CITY FIRST

U
niversity Law 
College, RU 
Jaipur organ-
ised a felicita-

tion ceremony on Sat-
urday, at R.A. Poddar 
College auditorium in 
honour of  Star Para-
lympian, Avani Lekha-
ra for achieving World 
Number 1 rank in 
Women’s R2 10m Rifle 
Shooting and R8 Wom-
en’s 50m Rifle category 
in Para shooting world 

cup held in Paris, 
France.

“The event marked 
the presence of  the 
Vice Chancellor, Uni-
versity of  Rajasthan 
and other dignitar-
ies including Deans 
of  Faculty. Head of  
Departments and the 
Principals of  constitu-
ent Colleges. The cer-
emony commenced 
with lighting of  lamp 
and floral welcome of  
guests. Around 250 stu-
dents were present in 

the ceremony. The Di-
rector, Dr Aruna 
Choudhary extended 
her heartiest congrat-
ulation on beloved 

Ufylcian Avani’s 
tremendous ac-
complishment 
and honored her 

for representing 
the country. She re-
marked success isn’t 
accidental but result 
of  hardwork, persever-
ance, sacrifice and pas-
sion.

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

Dr Avani received Young achiever award  on Doctors 
Day by Indian medical association Jaipur branch JMA 
auditorium on Friday by cabinet minister Pratap Singh 
Khachariyawas. Dr Avani is youngest doctor amongst the 
medical fraternity to receive the award. She is daughter of 
Dr Dheeraj Verma, who is working as Senior Physician and 
deputy superintendent at Kanwatia hospital, Jaipur.

The foundation day of Pakki Bhayli Foundation was celebrated 
by the members of the organisation with great pomp at Hotel 
Grand Safari in Gopalpura on Saturday. The Chief Guest of 
the event was the Owner of Safari Hotel Group Pawan Goyal. 
During the occasion, Director Sonu Aggarwal said that world 
record Ghoomar choreographer Rohit Sharma was honored. 
In the program, all the members were honored by giving 
mementos. On this occasion Foundation patron Basant Jain, 
Vice President Urmila Jangid Shiva Boutique, Secretary Saroj 
Samaria among others were present.

EVENTS!

SPOTTED

Actor Kunal Khemu was 
spotted Jaipur Marriott 
Hotel for his upcoming 
movie on Saturday.

WHAT’S HAPPENING!

A Rozgar-Mela for Garment Industry, Jaipur was organised with 
association of many Garment associations on Saturday at ATDC 
Sitapura unit duly. The initiative was to bring the Job seekers 
and Job providers, the AGES members from Jaipur Garment 
Industry to a common platform for mutual benefits.

SMES FELICITATES STUDENT ACHIEVERS
CITY FIRST

S
urajmal Memo-
rial Education 
Society (SMES) 
organised a fe-

licitation ceremony, on 
Saturday at the audito-
rium of  the Maharaja 
Surajmal Institute in 
New Delhi, to honour 
students for getting the 
best placements and 
qualifying prestigious 
exams such as IAS, IPS 
and IRS CSE. Prof  Anu 
Singh Lather, Vice-
Chancellor, Ambedkar 

University Delhi graced 
the occasion as the 
chief  guest. The guest 
of  honour was retired 
IPS officer and former 

chief  of  Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) Kar-
nal Singh. The event 
witnessed the participa-
tion of  all the young 

achievers.  
Lather congratulated 

the selected candidates 
and said, “ The role of  
civil services is pivotal 

in a nation’s develop-
ment because it bridges 
the gap between govern-
ment and nation. This 
new lot of  bureaucrats 
will have a tremendous 
opportunity and a larg-
er role to play in shap-

ing the nation.” 
Singh said that 

these bureaucrats 
will bring positive 

change to the society 
and nation as a whole. 
Ajit Singh Chaudhary, 
SMES secretary, deliv-
ered the vote of  thanks.

 cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

During the event

Cartist, a platform to bring automobiles and art together 
announced its new project-‘Art of Restoration’ recently. The 
project involves a documenting the story and the restoration 
process of the two cars: Cadillac 1954 Fleetwood and 
Ambassador 1969 Mark II, for the next 6 months. It aims to 
encourage and promote the concept of automobile art in India, 
preserving history for the next generation, educational guide 
for automobile enthusiasts on the process of restoration and 
collaborate to find sustainable solutions for restoring cars 
with automobile industry leaders.

ART OF RESTORATION!

Jagdeesh Chandra greeted by Vimal Daga and Preeti Daga

During the event
Jagdeesh Chandra 

addressing the audience

Avani Lekhara greeted by Rajeev Jain, Mahavir Singh and Aruna Choudhary

Aseem Singla, BOG member and Convener ATDC
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